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More Than Beauty ‘G 

It takes a bit more than a sunset Oh, I bow in praise at Beauty’s shrine— he 
Over a silver-lipped sea; But my joy seems incomplete; G 
Or the breathless gold of a day in June Soul-stirring scenes come short somehow Ae 
Midst the greens of grass and tree; Of that sense of contentment sweet, C 


Unless there is someone to share them— 
Someone who sees them as I— 
Jewels of Life that were given in Love 
By that bountiful Giver on High! 
—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


MEN’S BIBLE CLASS OF 

ST. ANDREW REFORMED 

CHURCH, ALLENTOWN, 
PENNA. 


The three men in the center 
foreground are Mr. William 
Alexander, teacher of the 
class, Rev. Henry I. Aulen- 
bach, pastor of the Church, 
and Mr. Irvin Leiss, presi- 
dent of the class. 
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MARTIN LUTHER 


There have been dozens of lives of Mar- 
tin Luther written but there always seems 
room for another. This is because the man 
was so titanic, because his life was one of 
the most dramatic known to history and 
because it changed the whole course of 
religious thought and ecclesiastical history. 
In recent years three American scholars 
have written exhaustive studies of the 
man and his influence—Dr. Henry Pre- 
served Smith, Dr. Arthur Cushman Mc- 
Giffert and Dr. Junius B. Remensnyder. 
Now comes another biography: “Martin 
Luther, Germany’s Angry Man,” by Abram 
Lipsky (Frederick A. Stokes Company). 
Mr. Lipsky will be remembered as the 
author of “John Wesley,” which attracted 
a good deal of attention because of its 
very vivid picture of the remarkable inci- 
dents attendant upon Wesley’s preaching 
as well as its portraiture of the man him- 
self. It is hard to conceive of a personal- 
ity more unlike Wesley’s than was Lu- 
ther’s but Mr. Lipskey has made him live 
again just as he made Wesley live. It is 
quite different from the older biographies 
which start far back with ancestors, give 
several chapters to childhood days and 
school and university training and then 
follow the life in minute detail through 
many chapters, digressing to give elabor- 
ate pictures of the times in which the 
life was cast. Neither does it go elabor- 
ately into the fundamental differences be- 
tween the Roman Catholic theology and 
the new theology which was everywhere 
coming into expression, especially in Eng- 
land, Bohemia, Switzerland and even Ger- 
many and which Luther suddenly put into 
words that fairly flamed and brought the 
movement to a head. Luther flung words 
about Europe as a great giant might fling 
javelins. Mr. Lipsky has given us a new 
kind of biography of Luther. It is a sort 
of “Scenario,” using that word in its high- 
est sense, of Luther’s life. I mean that 
Mr. Lipsky had picked out the “high 
spots” of the life and made the man to 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England.—Popular interest in 
the London campaign of the so-called Ox- 
ford Group Movement was stimulated be- 
forehand by a brisk correspondence in the 
“Times,” carried on day by day for more 
than two weeks. The most vehement op- 
ponent of the movement was Bishop Hen- 
son, who concluded a severely eritical let- 
ter by referring to “the trail of moral and 
intellectual wrecks” which its progress 
left behind. So vigorous was his denuncia- 
tion that it reminded the “Guardian” of 
how “an even greater Bishop of Durham,” 
Joseph Butler, declared that the claim of 
the early Methodists to the special inspir- 
ation of the Holy Spirit was “a very hor- 
rid thing.” This paper further suggested 
that the religion of the English-speaking 
people might be in happier case today if 
the attitude of the episcopate to Wesley 
had been more comprehending. 

The most valuable contribution to the 
discussion was, perhaps, the letter of Dr. 
W. B. Selbie, late Principal of Mansfield. 
Writing from close observation of the 
movement in Oxford from the beginning, 
he testified that it had done a great deal 
of good. At the same time, the groups 
seemed to him to have committed the 


stand out as vividly as a picture on a 
screen. It is an exceedingly human man 
who walks through these pages. Luther 
was one of the most human and biggest 
personalities known to history and it is no 
faint praise to say that Mr. Lipsky has 
“caught” him splendidly. 

The pictures follow fast upon one an- 
other. First we have Luther in the monas- 
tery. Even here he differed from the other 
monks in that he read everything he could 
lay his hands upon. Hspecially he read 
the Bible—not a common practice even 
among the monks. He even read John 
Huss’s sermons and they seem to have 
made considerable impression upon him. 
Next we have a picture of the mission to 
Rome. He was pretty thoroughly disillu- 
sioned by what he saw. After he had 
crawled up the famous stairs on his knees 
—one of those feats all pilgrims undertook 
as adding to their good works—we find 
him suddenly asking himself the question: 
“What if it is not true?” He seems to 
have come home from Rome full of dis- 
quieting thoughts. Upon his return he 
was transferred by the head of his order 
to the professorship of the Bible at the 
University of Wittenburg. Here, from 
deep study of the Bible, and from careful 
reading of two mystics, John Tauler and 
the author of “Theologia Germanica,” 
there dawned upon him the truth, which 
became his great message to the world and 
which was the beginning of Protestantism, 
that salvation is by faith, that is, identi- 
fication with God in Christ, rather than by 
good works. Luther’s new life began with 
that discovery and it was the beginning 
of his break with the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Luther began to be suspected of heresy 
while lecturing at Wittenberg but he was 
not disturbed. He was only lecturing to 
students and no material interests were 
being disturbed. Then came “The Rout 
of the Salvation Hawkers,” the peddlers 
of indulgences. They aroused Luther’s an- 
ger to white heat and he went after them. 


HersBerT W. HorwiLi 


fundamental psychological error of creat- 
ing a technique of soul healing which they 
applied to all and sundry. The two chief 
dangers of the movement, in his opinion, 
were its lack of intellectual and theolog- 
ical background and its comparative fail- 
ure to influence, and work with the Chris- 
tian Churehes. There was no doubt, he 
concluded, that the movement had many 
great and admirable features and had 
something very vital to contribute to the 
religious life of our time, but one would 
be much more hopeful of its future if its 
leaders were more willing to learn from 
others and from the experience of similar 
movements in the past. 

“A Small Salvation.’”—The London cam- 
paign has been conducted under distin- 
guished auspices. It opened with a re- 
ception by the Lord Mayor at the Man- 
sion House, at which several members of 
the movement related their experiences. A 
few days later, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
the Bishop of London “commissioned” 
about 500 men and women who were to 
start the campaign. Some questions have 
been asked as to the significance of the 
bishop’s act. Did these workers feel that 
they? lacked authority until they had re- 


This was the beginning of the real fight 
with Rome. It was then that the Church 
began to turn its attention to his teaching 
of heretical doctrines. Chapters IV to XI 
of the book are the story of his conflict 
with Rome: “The Rout of the Salvation 
Hawkers”; “A Debate on Free Will”; 
“Luther Baits His Inquisitors’; “The 
Ghost of John Huss’; “The Humanists 
Rally”; “Pope Leo and His Bull”; “Lu- 
ther’s Literary Barrage”; “Facing the 
Emperor at Worms.” There is hardly a 
more tremendous figure in all history than 
the Luther of these days of conflict. One 
accuser after another falls before him, 
one disputant after another is put to rout; 
his courage is unfailing and even impresses 
his enemies. The Pope, Kings and Arch- 
bishops are defied. Again and again he 
tells them, as they insist that he recant, 
that he will recant no point until they 
can prove him wrong by Scripture. Threats 
of burning move him not in the slightest. 
He has only one will, namely, the triumph 
of the truth. He counts his own life as 
nothing if only the truth emerges and 
triumphs. 

I cannot pursue the story further. From 
his hiding place and after his emergence 
again Luther, using the newly invented 
printing press, floods Europe with books 
and pamphlets. He was master of most 
vigorous style, used the vernacular, and 
no one could equal him in terrific invee- 
tive. The uprising inspired by his evangel 
spread like wild fire over Europe. Diets 
were called for the organization of the 
new Churches and Protestantism was born. 
All this story is vividly set forth here. 
Luther the man is not neglected, and we 
have very interesting pictures of his home 
life, his marriage, his personal contacts 
and his inner struggles. Also there are 
interesting passages devoted to Luther’s 
allies and critics (Chapter XXI)—Freder- 
ick, Spalatin, Melanchthon, Zwingli, 
Erasmus, and the Anabaptists. But 
through it all this giant figure strides the 
world like a Collossus. 

—Frederick Lynch. 


ceived episcopal sanction? And what is 
the relation of the non-commissioned 
workers to the commissioned? The actual 
campaign was launched at a great meet- 
ing in the Central Hall, Westminster. The 
press reports noted that this meeting was 
very different from the usual type of 
evangelistic effort. There were serried 
ranks of expensive cars outside and the 
audience itself was largely a fashionable 
“theatre crowd”’—women in rich evening 
attire and men with top hats. As to the 
character of the proceedings, the repre- 
sentative of a Methodist paper found an 
analogy not so much in the initial Evan- 
gelical Revival as in the conventions held 


at Southport by the Holiness Movement - 


a generation ago. This, too, was largely 
a testimony meeting. The speakers gave 
their witness quietly and simply, without 
sensation or excitement. Diverse impres- 
sions were left upon outsiders. One emi- 
nent Free Church minister is said to have 
remarked: “These good people seem to 
have been saved from very small sins to, 
a very small salvation.” 

Notes and News.—According to Sir D. 
Y. Cameron, the famous artist, in no case 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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ARE WE EQUAL TO IT? 


In a recent address on “Men and Missions,” delivered 
before the Minneapolis Congregational Association, the fol- 
lowing propositions were laid down by an active layman: 
(1) The Christian religion is essentially, fundamentally, 
and historically a missionary religion. (2) But for the 
heroic and self-sacrificing labors of men and women of the 
first and subsequent centuries, we, ourselves, would in all 
probability still be pagan, as our forefathers were, and 
without any saving knowledge of the Man from Galilee. 
(3) Gratitude to God for His redeeming love, revealed 
through jesus Christ, and due consideration for the tem- 
poral and spiritual well-being of hundreds of millions of 
men and women who are still without the blessings of the 
Christian religion, place upon every Christian Church, and 
upon every individual Christian, an inescapable obligation 
to continue the work of spreading the Gospel in our day. 
(4) The missionary enterprise, namely, the Christianiza- 
tion of all the peoples of the earth, as enjoined by our 
risen Lord, is incomparably the greatest enterprise that can 
challenge the heart and brain of man. (5) Like all other 
great enterprises, the success of the work of Christian 
missions depends chiefly upon the intellectual interest, the 
spiritual fervor, the power of initiative, the business acu- 
men, and the financial support of men. (6) The men of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, if thoroughly consecrated to God, 
with such help as the women can give, have it within their 
power, not only to plan, direct, and man this great spiritual 
enterprise, but also to give it the necessary financial sup- 
port, and they alone can do that. 

These propositions were admirably sustained in the ad- 
dress, and it is difficult to see how they can be confuted. 
It was especially interesting to us to note that this address 
was given by one who formerly was quite active in the 
work of our own denomination, Mr. J. F. Buchheit, who 
is now a resident of Minneapolis. Moreover, this active 
Churchman is convinced that the cry of poverty, even in a 
day of depression like this, is no sufficient alibi for the 
present failure of the Church to sustain the missionary 
enterprise in a worthy way. He concludes by saying: 
“There are 30,000,000 Protestant Christians in the United 
States. They contribute annually for local Church support 
and benevolences $641,400,000,—an average of $21.38 per 


= 


member. That amounts to only 41 cents per week, or 6 
cents per day. For foretgn missions the average is only 
one-half a cent per day per member. By way of contrast, 
the average cigar smoker spends 15 cents a day and the 
cigarette addict nearly as much. I therefore deny flatly 
that people cannot afford to give. The reason for in- 
adequate support of the Church and the missionary enter- 
prise must be found elsewhere. Indifference to the higher 
things of life, born of ignorance and parsimony, is the 
chief cause. Selfishness, the mother of all sin, still domi- 
nates the hearts and minds of supposedly Christian people. 
The inordinate desire for personal gratification is so strong 
in men and women that they easily persuade themselves 
to believe that they cannot afford to give to the Church. 
They must first have automobiles, fur coats, jewelry, ex- 
pensive entertainment, and other luxuries of life until it 
becomes actually true that they have little left to give for 
the support of the Lord’s work. The men of the Church, 
with the aid of the women, are abundantly able to finance 
the cause of missions and the Church work generally, if 
they will. I cheerfully bequeath to our ministerial friends 
the task of educating and Christianizing their members. 
If they will do that effectively, the Church will not languish 
for want of funds.” 

That is pretty straight talk. Do you deny tts truth? 
What might we not accomplish, for instance, if we had all 
the money spent on football games by Church members on 
a single recent week-end? 

ep ee 


OUR “GOOD” PREACHERS 


The request that advance information be given as to the 
time and place where a good Reformed preacher can be 
heard may be of importance to some members, for it is 
admitted that a few of our preachers may not be as good 
as they should be; some congregations are “not so good”, 
either. 

All denominations have their “poor” preachers, but what 
many Reformed people fail to know is, that the Reformed 
denomination has just as many good and able preachers, 
in proportion to the number of its ministers, as any denomi- 
nation in the land. Modesty alone prevents the declaration 
that it has a greater proportionate number of good preach- 
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ers, and real good ones at that. When one hears our preach- 
ers preach, whether they come from country, town or city, 
their average productions are such as should make us feel 
proud of our preachers and commend them more highly. The 
MESSENGER sermons always are fine and are equal—and 
many are superior—to those published in other Church 
papers. 

Let us appreciate more highly the character and ability 
of our own preachers—and commend them to others. Even 
our “poor” preachers would do much better if they had 
a word of commendation, occasionally, and something more 
than empty pews to preach to. Surely, when a preacher 
knows some of his members are absent during service, 
hearing a man whom they consider a “good” preacher, it 
will not help to make him a better preacher. 

—Paul John. 


* * * 


A TONIC FOR FAITH 


In the midst of all the bewilderment of this hour, when 
outbursts of primitive savagery bring almost daily shocks 
to the public conscience and millions are disillusioned by 
“the diminishing returns of cynicism,” it is refreshing to 
turn to the guidance of a spiritual leader who knows that 
the only hope of the individual and of society is to be 
found in the maintenance of religious principles. For such 
we heartily commend as a practical treatise on “the why 
and how of morality in the modern world,” the new book 
on Creative Christian Living, by the Rev. W. Brooke 
Stabler, Chaplain of the University of Pennsylvania, and 
Boardman Lecturer on Christian Ethics (Published by the 
U. of P. Press, Phila., 157 pp., $1.50). The chapters of 
this sympathetic and truly helpful discussion are headed: 
The Foundations of Morality, Creative Living for the In- 
dividual, Creative Living for Society, Life verses Existence. 
Here is sane.thinking, broad and tolerant, but uncomprom- 
ising in its presentation of the essential rewards of religion. 
It should appeal to young and old alike as a tonic to re- 
assure and revitalize faith in spiritual verities. 

ead ae: 


MUSINGS OF SAFED, JR. 


The Sage observed the ordinary Church member. As 
Jeremiah said, they are “brass and iron.” They become 
corroded and do rust. Brass must be polished to be kept 
shining and bright, and iron must be painted to keep from 
rusting. The good Church members are pure gold. The 
pastor can spot them at sight. They need no burnishing, 
and are always the same. 

As in other organizations, the Church has members who 
are merely “me too,” and belong solely for the benefit they 
can get out of the membership. If the pastor should 
attempt to polish them up a little by some admonition, or 
by seeing that the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER fell into 
their hands “accidentally,” they might take on a certain 
brilliance which will be dimmed just as soon as nature 
can take its course. 

The good Church member is not so, but like pure gold 
is an ornament to the community in which he or she lives. 
Such are sought after for their goodness, and the elements 
have no effect upon them. Gold is gold wherever found. 

Why the ordinary Church member cannot be induced to 
aspire to something worthwhile by being a little altrustic 
is a question every pastor has on his hands. Selfishness 
and indifference are usually the reasons for this condition. 
There is no real interest taken in mankind. If such a 
Church member ever offered a prayer, it would be on this 
wise: ““O Lord, bless me and my wife, my son John and 
his wife, us four and no more.”” The Sage doubts whether 
such a prayer would even reach the ceiling. 

—SAFED, JR. 
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IT CAN BE DONE 


From the writer’s experience, almost without exception, 
two things are manifest: first, if pastors, in whose char- 
acter and judgment the people have confidence, will in- 
telligently present and whole-heartedly champion the sub- 
stantial and fundamental causes of the Church, the people 
will support them; second, if the people have the mind, 
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they have the ability to maintain Kingdom interests. The 
distressing situation of the Boards of the Church and the 
embarrassment of missionaries at home and abroad, are 
not of necessity, but the result of thoughtlessness and 
faithlessness, coupled with a degree of poor judgment in 
a number of instances. What is spent by members of the 
Church for that which is not bread, even in this depression, 
would easily take care of the delinquencies in the Church. 

One of the great needs of these times is an unselfish, 
thoroughly devoted, and heroic leadership in the ministry. 
The Church needs men of ability and vision who will 
apply themselves to the understanding and preaching of 
the great transforming and character-building principles 
of Jesus Christ. Inculcate these things constantly in the 
minds and hearts of the people, and there will be the power 
and readiness to respond, not only in times of extremity, 
but at all times, to the legitimate claims of the Church. An- 
other manifest need is a better informed laity as to the 
world’s needs and the Church’s program and effort to meet 
those needs. The books and periodicals of the Church 
should have a much wider circulation and more diligent 
reading among our constituency. An informed people 
means an interested and active people. 

It is to be earnestly hoped that there shall be a mighty 
awakening in the pulpit and the pew throughout the Church 
as to the tragic situation that now confronts us, which shall 
impel us to arise in the power of our might to dare and do 
and die, if need be, for the Kingdom of God’s sake through 
the saving of the Church and the world from the raging 
maelstrom of inflamed passions and carnal ambitions. 


—Wvo. H. CAusey. 
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DOUBLY DISGRACED 


“This is the best lesson California has ever given the 
country’—so said Governor James Rolph in condoning and 
actually applauding the lynching of two confessed kid- 
nappers in San Jose, California. Thus has a great Com- 
monwealth been doubly disgraced. We hope the decent 
people of that State are ashamed of a man so utterly 
traitorous to his oath of office. That a Governor should 
openly brag of such an insult to the law, such a deep-seated 
offense against society, as a good example to the nation, is 
almost incredible. Perhaps it is even worse when a few 
ministers of the Gospel so misrepresent their Lord as to 
send congratulatory telegrams to a Governor who exalts 
vengeance by an irresponsible and bloodthirsty mob of self- 
appointed executioners. The Church of Christ is humiliated 
by such outbursts of passion and folly! Already this defi- 
ant lawlessness has borne bitter fruit, as seen in the horrible 
lynching of a Negro boy of 19 in Missouri and the defiance 
of the mob in Maryland, when a more honorable Governor 
sought to arrest the suspected leaders of the recent in- 
human orgies attending the lynching of a Negro there. 
Are we to be in for an era of terrorism and blood-lust sur- 
passing even the black record of the past? : 

It is anything but pleasant to read what our British, 
cousins across the sea are moved to say and think. It is 
difficult for them to see that we have risen far above the 
days of the mining-camps and the vigilantes. Indeed the 
deeds of 1933 seem in some ways much more loathsome 
and barbaric. 


It is at least gratifying to read the almost universal con- 
demnation voiced by the press. Thus the Phila. Public 
Ledger notes the “‘widespread indignation of the American 
people” and says: “Does Governor Rolph mean by his 
pompous statement that his own -office and authority and 
the police and courts of California have abdicated to the 
mob? Does he willfully insult the American people by 
inviting them to follow this disgraceful example? Many 
law-abiding citizens are impatient of the law’s delays and 
the evasions whereby criminals may escape the consequences 
of their offenses. But Governor Rolph, by virtue of his 
office, represents law and order in California and is sworn 
to uphold them. His statements add a second scandal to 
the lynching. The Governor of California has made brag- 
gart excuses for a crime which defies his own authority 
and disgraces the Commonwealth in which it occurred.” 
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NOT SO BAD—NOT SO GOOD 


When the story most frequently heard is one of unpaid 
apportionments and program retrenchments, there is a re- 
freshing note in the report of the president of Marts and 
Lundy, Inc., a New York firm of financial counsellors. 
He makes a comparison between 1929, the peak of prosper- 
ity, and 1932, the depth of depression. 

Our national income in 1929 was 85 billion; in 1932, it 
was 40 billion—a decrease of 54 per cent. Contributions 
to Churches were $850,000,000 in 1929, and ‘in 1932 
$510,000,000—a decrease of only 40 per cent. Expendi- 
tures for personal comforts and luxuries in 1929 were 
$9,972,000,000, and in 1932, $3,841,000,000—a decrease 
of 61 per cent. Expenditures for recreation in 1929 were 
$4,987,000,000, and in 1932, $1,637,000,000—a decrease of 
72 per cent. . 

These figures may be interpreted variously :—they may 
imply that faithful Church people were not chief among 
the big money-makers of 1929; they may imply that the 
people who were spending extravagantly for luxuries and 
recreation in 1929 were not in the main the Church people 
of the country; or they may imply that while Church people 
have reduced their contributions to the Church, they with 
others have reduced more severely their expenditures for 
personal comforts, luxuries, and recreation. Either of 
these possible implications speaks well for the Church 
membership of our country. 

Church income suffered less than did the total national 
income, and less than the outlay for personal comforts, 
luxuries, and recreation. Of course, when one compares 
the figures for one year alone, there is still plenty of ground 
for humility. In 1932, only 1 per cent of our national in- 
come was contributed for Church purposes; while in that 
same year almost 10 per cent was spent for comforts and 
luxuries, and 4 per cent for recreation. That is to say, 
last year Americans spent 10 times as much for personal 
comforts and luxuries, and 4 times as much for recreation 
and pleasure, as they did for the Christian enterprise. And 
this, remember, is cited as the greatest Christian nation 
on the earth. —James E. WAGNER. 


Lancaster, Pa. 
uk ok 


FOR SELF—AND SELF ALONE 


The Chemical Foundation, Inc., has honored us by send- 
ing us a book entitled America Self-Contained, by Samuel 
Crowther. If any one is so foolish as to suppose that 
nationalism is not so fully developed in our own country 
as in some others, this book will help to disabuse his mind. 
Believe it or not, here is frankly a plea for an America 
surrounded on all sides by a Chinese wall, which will hence- 
forth look after its own, and permit the rest of the world 
to “stew in its own juice.” Just a few years ago, it would 
have seemed incredible that anyone in our country would 
seriously advocate such a policy, and would have followers 
- among a certain sort of business and professional folks. In 
spite of what God has said about making “all the nations 
of one blood,” Mr. Crowther seems to believe that only 
those inside of our own borders should be ‘regarded as 
-brethren, and all others are to be viewed as strangers and 
enemies. This, at least, is the logical result of his atti- 
tude. He thinks that we have at last become practically 
self-contained and can and should depend upon our own 
resources exclusively. “There is scarcely one important 
commodity that we need to import. We can even produce 
rubber synthetically. We have the inventors, the research 
chemists, the machines, the raw materials that will enable 
us to compete with all nations. We have the highest pur- 
chasing power of any people, and, of course, by reason 
of our high standards of living, we are the greatest con- 
sumers of American goods.” Therefore, we can and should 
“go it alone.” : 

And what are we offered in exchange for this glorious 
self-sufficiency, asks Mr. Crowther. “Something which 
goes under the name of internationalism,” he replies; and 
that “involves joining the family of nations—fortunately 
we have been spared the task of trying to find that family 
‘in order to join it. But, accepting the entertaining fiction 
that there is such a family, joining it would involve the 
merging of our standard of living with the world’s standard 
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of living. And for what reason? The reason given is that in 
this fashion and only in this fashion can we preserve and 
promote the peace of the world. If this were true, then it 
would be too great a price to pay for peace.”” What a hope- 
lessly obsolete book the New Testament is, if Mr. Crowther 
is right! It actually proceeds on the assumption that Jesus 
Christ died for all men of every nation, kindred, tribe and 
tongue. Moreover, the New Testament bluntly states that 
such an attempt as Mr. Crowther advocates would be not 
only folly but actual suicide. As President Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler recently put it: “Any nation, like any individual, 
can kill itself by withdrawing from its fellows and en- 
deavoring to live by and for itself alone.” We can only 
hope and pray that such a trend may be nipped in the bud 
by the sober common sense and Christian idealism of our 


people, before it works irreparable damage. 
the hie 


BRITISH BISHOPS ON THE GROUPS 


The Bishops in common with other leaders in the 
Churches are being asked what they think of the (Buch- 
manite) Groups, which have awakened a widespread in- 
terest. Three of these have given their balanced esti- 
mate of the gains and dangers which they find in this new 
Movement. These Bishops of Manchester, Oxford and 
Rochester agree in their thankfulness for the practical 
results of the Movement, found in lives changed and made 
confident and joyful in their faith. They point out some 
dangers. The Bishop of Manchester begged the Groupers 
not to resent criticism; he hoped they would not ignore 
or enter into competition with the Church. The Bishop 
of Oxford thought that it was impossible to maintain the 
high psychological fervour, which came of enthusiastic 
meetings and services; when that died down they would 
need the religious organization of the Church. The Bishop 
of Rochester also dealt with the danger that the new Move- 
ment might harden into a sect; the Church must take a 
sympathetic attitude towards it. He criticized some things 
which he found in the Groups, such for example as the 
efact that its standard of conduct seemed wholly individual- 
istic, and its sense of social wrong weak. But he, no less 
than the other bishops, rejoiced in the fact that so many 
lives had been changed and so many were willing to testify 
to what the Lord had done for their souls. 

—H. W. PEet. 

London, England. 

x. 


THESE OLD TRADITIONS 


There is some authority in old traditions, though it has 
been our disposition during the last decade to deny it, and 
sometimes to despise it. There is real authority in the 
insight of the Church considered as a Christian fellowship, 
though we have almost lost sight of this fact in our un- 
restrained emphasis on the right of each individual to 
interpret the Bible and to formulate ethical judgments in- 
dependently. 

It is an old, old tradition, for instance, that to sustain a 
rich spiritual life one must set aside some part of every 
day for quiet meditation. Our American philosophy, how- 
ever, has tended to exalt activity and to underestimate the 
value of solitary prayer. We have taken it for granted 
that a Christian could fling religious energy about much 
as a sower sows his seed, but without ever replenishing his 
supply of energy. 

It is true that our spirits are strengthened and ennobled 
in the very process of living fraternally with our neighbors, 
and it would be a great mistake if we permitted ourselves 
to be drawn away from active service by a program of re- 
treat to quiet places. But service and meditation are really 
not antagonistic. They are most truly construed as two 
aspects of the abundant Christian life. We need to throw 
ourselves without restraint into the ceaseless campaign for 
righteousness and justice, and we need also to go with 
Jesus out to some hilltop from which we can look upon this 
teeming social life in which we are enmeshed and see it in 
divine perspective. One of our modern leaders in’ the 
crusade for a Christian commonwealth, whose concern for 
righteousness no discerning person would question, has 
recently written: “Surely it is obvious that this generation 
desperately needs silence and solitude. Life can be utterly 
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transformed by quietness. Even fifteen minutes or half 
an hour daily spent in silence, if continued for an extended 
period of weeks, will give meaning and depth to activity. 

. The Carpenter of Nazareth exhausted Himself under 
the weight of human suffering and sorrow which He bore 
upon His own back, and then renewed His strength by 
periods of silence on the hill above His home or beside 
the lake. A great while before day He would go apart 
to meditate and commune with God, and all night long in 
times of crisis He would stay alone under the stars with 
the Eternal. The vast reservoirs of power stored up in 
these early vigils and midnight watches carried Him through 
Gethsemane and Calvary.” 

As to the authority of the Church, which was so great 
and so greatly respected in earlier days, we may also come 
to a saner view than has prevailed during recent years in 
America. We must continue to insist that the individual 
dare not be sacrificed merely to maintain a papal Church or 
an Hitlerian State. But to the degree that a group of Chris- 
tians give themselves to reverent fellowship, they achieve 
a common wisdom and insight that is undoubtedly greater 
than the wisdom and the insight of its individual members. 
If we try to set aside the authority of that group-wisdom, 
and live each in the small light of his own experience, we 
might as well disband our congregations and depend al- 
together on the practice of an individualistic religion. 

—F. D. W. 


%* * * 


WHAT ARE HARD TIMES? 


In the Canadian Baptist Dr. Roy Smith gives an answer 
to this query which many will find both thought-provoking 
and spiritually edifying. He says hard times are those— 
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which we pay for our extravagance during good times. 
which we begin to realize how good the times were 
which we thought were bad. 
which we feel abused because we are denied our 
luxuries. 
which we find some wasteful chickens coming home to, 
roost. 
which we discover how empty life is without some 
religious faith. 
which we lose our money and discover how poor we 
are in spirit. 
In which we must live on what we are, not what we have.” 
Viewed from this high plane, the current depression takes 
on a quiet different aspect. 


In 
In 
In 
In 
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THE PARABLE OF THE INFINITESIMAL 


The Penman was conducted through the finest machine 


shop in the United States. Nearly all of the machines 
were scaled to one-twenty thousandth of an inch. ‘What if 
they go off?”, the owner was asked. ‘‘We tear them apart, 
correct the aberration, and rebuild them.” Fancy! Re- 
building a $10,000 machine to correct a one-twenty thou- 
santh of an inch variance. He saw a machinist turning 
a spindle from,which he was taking off one-twenty-five 
thousanth of an inch at a time. Another expert was scrap- 
ing a piece of steel with a chisel; the operation was too 
delicate for even one of these finely calipered lathes and 
planers. He was shown a machine that measures true to 
the one-two hundred thousandth of an inch. The line that 
indicates the dial measurement is so minute that it must 
be read with a small microscope. And thus it went as we 
passed from machine to machine, watched operation after 
operation. The trip through this machine shop was most 
illuminating to the man whose nearest approach to absolut- 
ism has always been, “I believe,’ or “the Bible teaches 
thus and so.” How different such conclusions from the 
readings on a fine surface plate and infinitesimal venier 
readings. 

And the Penman mused about this margin of safety in 
mechanics and in the field of character. What would be- 
come of all of us if the venier, “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father in Heaven is perfect,” were applid 
to us? This is not an attempted excuse for moral and 
spiritual imperfections in our lives; but the micrometer 
measurement of the mainspring in a watch built into a 
finger ring certainly cannot apply to human character. Divine 
grace is the measurement; Fatherhood and sonship are the 
relation existing between God and man. So we go on our 
poor way, stumbling, sinning, repentant, shriven and for- 
given by our Father’s love, looking and striving for per- 
fection, never achieving it except by imputed righteousness, 
glad that the thunders of Sinai, “Thou shalt not!”’, give 
way to the grace of Zion. Though your sins be great and 
many, they are forgiven for Christ’s sake. That is both 


_a moral and a great, comforting truth. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Two Definitions 


“What is dogma, and when is a man 
dogmatic?” a brother writes me. 

Well, the answer has been given before, 
but dogma is the other man’s idea, if it 
doesn’t fit in with mine; and he’s dog- 
matic if he says his idea is the truth. 

On the other hand, when I try to tell 
him my doctrine is the only genuine one, 
Tm not dogmatic; I am contending for 
the faith once delivered to the saints. 

“T’ve been told you are a bit of a crank,” 


the old funds with new. But now he is 
called on to produce the money entrusted 
to him, and he hasn’t it. 

Then follows a process of frantic turning 
this way and that, of kiting checks, of 
shifting credits from place to place, of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul, until the whole 
flimsy house of cards comes tumbling 
down. 

It is straight tragedy for all concerned, 
because no amount of punishment inflicted 
on the guilty can make good the losses of 
those whose trust he has betrayed. 

As I have read this latest unhappy 


another friend says in his letter. 

He’s right, if you'll let me borrow an- 
other definition. A crank is somebody who 
believes in something so much that he 
tries to do something about it. 

Of course, if what he believes in is fool- 
ish, or impossible, or crazy, he’s likely to 
make a nuisance of himself. 

But I want to claim that my beliefs are 
not of that sort. Then I remind myself 
that Paul’s preaching was foolishness to 
the Greeks; and some of the Jerusalem 
saints thought his ideas about missionary 
preaching were impossible; and Festus told 
him, ‘Much learning hath made thee mad,’ 
and Peter found him difficult at times.” 


So maybe I ought to be even that sort 
of a crank, whether I am or not. 


Where Is Our Weak Spot? 
The other day a banker in a town which 
I know well, a relatively small county seat, 
was found guilty of embezzlement by a 


jury of his neighbors. The whole com- 
munity is saddened by the disgrace which 
has come upon it through this conviction 
for crime of one of its best-loved citizens. 

But it is nothing new. It is only one 
of many such things I have known to hap- 
pen in every depression since I was a boy. 

As times get bad, here and there a man 
to whom people have trusted their invest- 
ments or their savings, finds himself in a 
trap. 

He has been playing fast and loose with 
money that is not his own. If only pros- 
perity had kept up, he could have replaced 


story, I have been thinking not only of 
others which I can recall clearly, but of 
those which are only whispered about, 
when there has been no public exposure. 

Maybe I could make a list of half a 
dozen. But the men who figured in these 
open scandals were no worse than others 
I’ve known who somehow managed to 
squirm out of their troubles. 

More than that, they were no worse 
than those, probably far more numerous, 
who also monkeyed with other people’s 
money, but who got away with it because 
they were operating in prosperous times. 
A gambler would say they were lucky. To 
me that’s not the right word. 

The thing that bothers me is this: We 
of the Churches claim that when a man 


1! 
WW 


DECEMBER 7, 1933 


becomes a Christian he agrees to live by 
the Christian code. And most of these 
men have been Christians, in name, any- 
way. We have treated them as such. They 
were our neighbors and friends. 

But the Christian idea of integrity, or 
even that honor and inner honesty without 
which no man can claim to be even a de- 
cent pagan, would have kept these men 
straight — not only the ones that were 
caught, but those others who have faced 
no public shame, and who at this very mo- 
ment may be covering up their tracks. 

What is the weak spot in the work of 
the Church, that, under the surface of a 
seemingly upright life, the moral fiber of 
some of its members can go so slack? 
What requirement have we left out, or 
glossed over? What ethical standards have 
we failed to hold up? 

Have we missed it in education, or in 
example; or have we helped to produce a 
public opinion that asks few questions so 
long as a man is successful? 

Or can it be that the love of money is 
a passion against which even religion 
struggles in vain? 

I do not believe that. But I wish I 
could be a little more sure where the weak 
spot is. 


Jury Dodging, Native and Alien Styles 


A patriotic friend told me, the other 
day, that he thought aliens who decline 
to become naturalized have one unfair ad- 
vantage over American citizens, because 
they escape lability to jury service. 

The point seemed to be well taken. But 
the more I thought it over, the less I was 
satisfied with it. 

To me, any protracted jury service 
would be a definite hardship. I shouldn’t 
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enjoy it, and I couldn’t well spare the 
time. 

But I know it’s my duty, as a citizen, 
and one time I let it be known in the 
proper place that if and when called I 
should not ask to be let off. 

It should be more than a duty. In any 
well-governed state, a Churchman, especial- 
ly, should feel it to be a religious obliga- 
tion. 

But how many of us look on it in that 
light? Curiosity lately set me to asking a 
few neighbors. And I learned not one in- 
teresting fact, but two. 

The first was that most of those I ques- 
tioned said plainly that they got out of 
jury service every time, if they could. 

And the second was that citizens who 
take their citizenship seriously are not 
often wanted as jurors. 

I have no inflated ideas about my intel- 
ligence, but, now that I think back, it is 
queer that, being known to be a Church 
member and willing if not anxious to 
serve, I have never been called since I 
notified the officials that I would claim no 
exemption. 

These two facts may be related. But it 
seems to me that something is wrong, in 
any American community, when its so- 
called best people avoid jury duty, and 
when its recognized home-owners and more 
serious-minded folk seem not to be in de- 
mand for that duty. 

And the alien slant is this: I find that 
many juries include plenty of citizens who 
no doubt have been naturalized, but who 
in all their ideals and opinions are still as 
far as can be from what you and I would 
think important in jurors. 

I’m in favor of aliens becoming citizens, 
all right enough, but after seeing some of 
these jurors, I can’t get excited over nat- 


uralizing others with no better equipment, 
just to make them eligible to jury duty. 


Big Talk 

From the car window I read two signs: 
“You Can Always Do Better at Wunder- 
by’s,” says one. And the other, “We 
Undersell the Whole Town.” 

If I wanted, I could fill this page with 
such claims. They shriek at us from the 
billboards and smirk at us from the show 
windows. The newspapers could shorten 
their columns by a third if the advertisers 
would cut out the big talk. 

I’ve discussed it with advertising men. 
They see how stupid it is, but, as one of 
them said, “Everybody’s used to it; no- 
body believes it a hundred per cent, but 
we should miss it if it wasn’t there.” 

Should we? Maybe it would be good 
for us to miss it. Maybe merchants would 
give us just as good goods and service 
without it. 

Anyway, I don’t like to see Churches 
imitating this big talk. If it is disbeliev- 
ed when we see it on the walls and the 
car-cards, why should anybody believe it 
when it thrusts itself on us in a Church 
bulletin? 

After all, there isn’t much chance for 
originality in big talk. Rob it of superla- 
lives, and it has nothing left. 

One of the biggest advertisers in a town 
I sometimes visit has the poorest, cheap- 
est stock in the place. Everybody knows 
where his store is, but few go there if 
they can possibly afford to trade else- 
where. 

And I know a Church which promises 
much in its bulletin and performs very 
little. Everybody in town knows where 
that Church is, too. 


The Future of the Rural Church 


By E. V. STRASBAUGH 


Somehow, the little old country Church and its humble service sustain me still—J. Stanley Durkee, D. D. 


The rural Church as an institution will 
live, though many of her Churches will 
likely pass away. Changes in rural life 
have left many Churches standing in bar- 
ren fields. Some of these Churches never 
had a field, and never should have been 
built. It is the part of Christian leader- 
ship to recognize this fact. 

However, we realize that it is hard to 
say goodbye to an old Church. Many sac- 
red memories cluster about it. But there 
is a deep sense of comfort and peace in 
our sadness. The old Church has not lived 
in vain. The gospel has been preached 
there by godly men. Souls were born into 
the kingdom—perhaps father and mother 
or grandparents. Loved ones were united 
in the holy bonds of matrimony. Those 
Moved and lost awhile” were laid before 
the sacred altar while the last comforting 
words were spoken. The dear forms rest 
in the Silent City behind the old Church 
which stands as guard and sentinel, wait- 
ing for the coming of the Lord. 

Possibly the two most pronounced phys- 
ical wants of our small country Churches 
are interior utility and exterior beauty. 
These Churches are usually one-room rec- 
tangular buildings without beauty or 
equipment to do the work of the modern 
Church. The small country ‘Church must 
keep stride with the progress of the 
Church at large, or lose ground. A move- 
ment towards the beautifying of the coun- 
try Churches would glorify God, increase 
the love and interest of the congregation, 
and make these buildings real community 
assets. To make Churches beautiful is not 
a waste of money, for it is remarkable 
how beauty and utility go hand in hand. 

The other day we saw the wreck of an 
old home by the highway—brick, tumble- 


UPON DR. GUILFORD’S ATTAIN- 
MENT TO ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS AND ONE 


1832-1933 


O Lord whose Love is over all, 
Look down on us, we pray, 

As on Thy Servant we would call 

A blessing, from Thy Hand to fall 
With grace on him today. 


One hundred years and one have gone 
Since he began his race— 

To live his life of deeds well done— 

A life as bright as morning’s sun, 
With stars of peace and faith. 


He knows Thy Love, he trusts Thy 
Care, 
With gracious promise giv’n; 
He looks unto a land more fair— 
He hopes to dwell with Jesus there, 
And be with Thee in Heav’n. 


We may not reach the Goal he finds— 
A century and more— 

But may we seek his humble mind, 

His sincere life—his secret bind 
In mem’ry evermore! 


—C. B. Marsteller. 
Tune: Elton. 


down roof, and walls weathering in the 
sun, A young man once brought his cher- 
ished bride to that humble mansion. The 
fires of love burned on its altars. Babies 
were born there, grew to manhood and 
womanhood, went out to build other homes 


and bless the world. The old home did not 
exist in vain. We will not stop to weep 
for the dead Church, but consecrate our- 
selves to the problems of the living. 

1. We Must Have a Capable Rural Min- 
istry. Under present conditions, most 
rural ministers, like rural school teachers, 
work only a few years in the country. As 
soon as they gain sufficient experience, they 
go into towns and cities. Of the good men 
who have remained with rural Churches, 
many of them live at a distance and can- 
not minister to the Churches’ needs. Two 
sermons a month is the only service some 
rural Churches receive from a minister. 
Bad roads, cold or rain often prevent these 
twice a month services. Every year part 
of these services are lost, and some years 
a fourth of them are lost. Is it strange 
that the country Church does not prosper 
as it should? 

In most instances it has become neces- 
sary to group three, four or more Churches, 
and locating a pastor in the midst of them. 
This plan usually permits a pastor to live 
in a town where there is a good school. 
This plan has worked splendidly in many 
instances, but in some cases it has broken 
down because four or more Churches could 
not agree on the same pastor. In the 
country each family works independently 
on its own farm, and they have never 
learned how to co-operate in religious mat- 
ters. 

2. The Rural Church is a Challenge to 
Our Missionary Boards. It is the most 
talked about, and the most neglected, while 
the richest and ripest field for evangeliza- 
tion. A single meeting is in many cases 
sufficient to solve the problem of a rural 
Church. The rural Church receives evan- 
gelism with wonderful enthusiasm. Most 
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of them were built that way, and there is 
no substitute for it. 

It is my belief that one of the best pos- 
sible investments of missionary funds 
would be to supplement the salaries of 
numerous rural pastors. In many fruitful 
fields not even a group of Churches can 
give adequate financial support to a pas- 
tor. There are plenty of able men who 
would gladly accept a rural call, if a few 
hundred dollars could be added to the 
salary in addition to what the charge can 
pay. There are struggling mission Churches 
in our cities, no stronger than twenty years 
ago, where money has been spent to estab- 
lish a score of strong rural Churches, 

Most city Churches have been richly fed 
by members moving in from the country. 
From three to six hundred dollars subsidy 
would in most cases keep a strong rural 
man in the field. Hvery strong Church 
should help support one or more of these 
men. 

I think it would be conceded that we 
have invested quite generously in our for- 
eign work, in proportion to the results ob- 
tained. This is not a criticism, nor even 
a hint that our foreign work is not worthy. 
With the present social trend in our coun- 
try, disrespect for law, the divorce evil, 
the crime wave, and other social evils, we 
need to concentrate on our home field. 
The rural Chureh gives us most of our 
ministers, educators, doctors, lawyers, busi- 
ness men and political leaders. Its con- 
tribution to the nation’s life and leader- 
ship is so rich that we should preserve it, 
at whatever cost. 

3. A Better System of Education Must 
Be Worked Out for the Country Before 
the Rural Church Can Come Back to Its 
Own. Though education has made great 
strides in the towns and cities, there has 
been little or no advance in most rural 
sections. While some sections have splen- 
did consolidated schools, most rural dis- 
tricts have only the one-room, eighth grade 
school. Leading educators claim that many 
of these rural schools are not as good, not 
as well taught, as they were forty years 
ago. Most rural teachers today are young 
and inexperienced. A generation ago a 
large per cent of the rural teachers were 
men who made teaching a life profession. 

An increasingly large number of rural 
people send their children into towns to 
high school. In many eases the schools 
are so far away that the children must 
stay away from home. High school chil- 
dren leave home at about the age of four- 
teen. Most of them are lost to rural life 
forever. Children who are educated in 
town do not go back to the country. As 
the children can help very little on the 
farm, a very serious economic problem is 
ereated for the farmer. In past years 
most farmers had large families. The chil- 
dren remained at home and helped with 
the farm work till grown. They were not 
liabilities, but assets in the farmer’s fam- 
ily. The rural Church loses most of this 
young life today, which makes its growth 
a very serious problem. 


The great need of the rural district is a 
high school with an educational program 
that fits into the needs of rural life. If 
children are to remain in the country to 
build homes and Churches, they must be 
educated in the country. They must be 
educated to understand the scientific needs 
of the farm, and the value of rural indus- 
tries, and institutions. Town and city 
schools do not furnish the kind of educa- 
tion that is practical for rural life. Scien- 
tific farm demonstration work, stock rais- 
ing, treatment of soils, dairying, horticul- 
ture, food canning, meat preservation and 
other problems of the rural home and 
homestead should belong to the work of 
the school. 

For the support of such a school Fed- 
eral and State aid should be generously 
given. We owe this to the rural districts 
and should not be nggardly about it. 

4. Any Movement That Helps to Stab- 
ilize Country Life Will Help the Rural 
Church. One of the absolute necessities is 
the stabilization of land prices. Specula- 
tion in farm lands, the skyrocketing of 
land prices, followed by the great finan- 
cial crash, was the thing that ruined rural 
life in our country. 

This was the climax of a condition that 
gradually crept on the country for a quar- 
ter of a century before the war. Land 
was not priced according to its productive 
value, but far beyond it. It was sold as 
a commodity in a highly speculative mar- 
ket. Everybody wanted land, or wanted 
to loan money on land. Farmers became 
loaded up with land purchased at foolish- 
ly exorbitant prices. When they could not 
make the land produce sufficient to pay 
interest on their deeds of trust, the crash 
came. 

The law of Moses forbade, or at least 
discouraged, speculation in land. A sim- 
ilar provision should be written into the 
Constitution of every nation. A large part 
of the land is now worked by transient 
tenants. Transient people never build 
great institutions, They will not build 
great rural ‘Churches. 

The speculator is getting off of the land 
as rapidly as possible. Like the man help- 
ing the bear, he wishes for someone to 
help him let loose. Land is settling down 
on the basis of productive value. 

With the stabilization of land values, 
we will have another generation of home- 
makers and home-owners on the farm. 
They will be the successors of one of the 
greatest generations of men and women 
who ever lived in any land. They will 
rebuild the Churches of their fathers. The 
next half century will witness the build- 
ing of the most wonderful rural life pro- 
gram ever seen in any land. Good roads, 
the auto, radio and telephone will elimi- 
nate distance. Air routes will be every- 
where. Business men and city workers will 
live in the country. Crowded city streets 
will not be worth the brick and mortar in 
the buildings. People are going out to 
the green trees, the flowers, the grass, the 


birds, the fresh air, sunshine and God’s 
open sky. 

5. The Church Will Have a Large Place 
in the Coming Rural Program. It must 
have a well-educated, consecrated ministry. 
It will not be a social club, nor athletic 
association. It will be a genuinely reli- 
gious institution. Its ministers must be 
big, intelligent, sun-crowned men. There 
is a hunger for unity in the rural Church. 
In a few years the problem will be solv- 
ed. The rural Church will be a challenge 
to the most powerful ministers the Chureh 
can produce. 

The country Church is by no means dead, 
and rural progress is impossible without 
it; so we see its necessity. I have seen 
communities where it seemed that all prog- 
ress had stopped; it was not the land; 
the Church was not functioning. And on 
the other hand I have never seen a pro- 
gressive community where there was not a 
Church. A country minister has a splen- 
did chance for a thorough, intensive work 
with individuals and families, which is de- 
nied a pastor with a large city flock. Al- 
though we know the country Church has 
many difficulties, many are doing better 
than most city Churches. The trouble with 
most city Churches is, that they try every 
modern device to try to save themselves, 
or as they say, hold the young people, but 
the real spirit is not there. The Master 
is still saying today, “The Church that 
would save its life shall lose it; but the 
Church that is willing to lose its life, for 
My sake, the same shall save it.” A use- 
ful country Church will not die. 

Every Church should be the climax of 
the spiritual, social, educational, health- 
restoring, peace-preserving forces of the 
community. 

It should not be forgotten that before 
the wonders of nature are in books, they 
are on the hillside, and on the river bank, 
and in the woodland. 

I would challenge our young ministers 
to get into this movement. Select a charge, 
if possible, that is a constant challenge to 
the best that is in you. Learn how to 
make your parsonage attractive and plant 
a garden and a patch of watermelons. Set 
out some strawberry plants, plant a few 
trees and keep some chickens. If you can 
measure time by the joy of service, you 
will live a thousand years. 

But you must approach your problem 
sympathetically, and be big enough to han- 
dle your job. There may be somewhere a 
place for a weak minister, but it is cer- 
tainly not in the country. “The fields are 
white unto the harvest, and he that reap- 
eth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto eternal life.” 

May God give us more preachers who 
feel themselves called to be ambassadors 
of Christ reconciling men to God, who feel 
that they are honored above all others in 
the opportunity of preaching Christ Jesus 
in the rural communities . . . “Somehow, 
the little old country Church and its hum- 
ble service sustain me still.” 

Spring Grove, Pa. 


The Current European Situation 


By James G. McDonatp, League of Nations High Comnussioner for German Refugees 


In view of my appointment as the 
League of Nations High Commissioner for 
German Refugees it would be quite in- 
appropriate for me to write in any detail 
-about conditions in Germany. I will com- 
ment briefly on certain aspects of the 
genera] European situation rather than on 
Germany. 

No American today ean look out upon 
the world in which we live without the 
gravest misgivings for the future. Some 
of us have been pessimistic for the past 
two or three years. It seems to some of 
us that we could almost have put our 


finger on the moment when the tide turn- 
ed and began to run against us in the 
work of building the foundations for a 
peaceful world. 

The failure of the Economie Conference 
was much more than the failure of a 
single conference, more than the bank- 
ruptey of statesmanship in the economic 
sphere. That failure has intensified the 
forees making for economic nationalism 
and economic isolation. 

Following that, we have the almost open- 
ly acknowledged failure of the Disarma- 
ment Conference. The victors as well as 


the vanquished have great responsibility 
for the failure to move forward during the 
last eighteen months. That failure has 
given additional support to the Big Army 
and Big Navy advocates in many coun- 
tries, and supplies them with the best 
argument. 


In Europe they look with great con- 
cern upon a situation some six or eight 
thousand miles to the east. They see the 
present tension between Russia and Japan 
and they see a naval race between Japan 
and the United States. Europeans are 
very pessimistic about the Pacific, and they 
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almost predict the date when a conflict 
will break out. So we Americans must 
not forget that in a quite different part of 
the world there are factors just as much 
needing attention and just as much a 
cause for concern as those happenings in 
central and other parts of Europe. 


The failure of the Economie Conference 
and the Disarmament Conference have 
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been seized upon by many isolationists 
and disillusioned internationalists to de- 
mand withdrawal from Europe. I won- 
der how, seriously, they think the United 
States can withdraw from Europe. To me 
the idea is fantastic. The United States 
cannot separate itself from the fast mov- 
ing currents of opinion and from the 
closely knit world of today. I believe that 
at a time like this, when the world is so 


An Adventure in Defeating 
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discouraged and men and women who here- 
tofore had placed their hopes in interna 
tional relations are so disillusioned, it is 
all the more important for those of us 
who have a measure of faith left to reiter- 
ate that faith and to assert that the alter 
native to peace would be a tragedy so 
terrible that no one ean face it with open 
eyes. 


Divorce 


(The writer, now pastor of the First Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, tells here a personal experience of great interest 


A big downtown Church, which runs a 
business enterprise in its building and 
is open day and night, becomes a magnet 
for weddings. Moving into such a Church 
from the quiet atmosphere of a country 
town like Hamilton, N. Y., my first vivid 
realization was a sense of responsibility 
concerning the weddings which were mine 
to perform. Half of these weddings came 
out of the congregation itself, the boys 
and girls of my own Church whom I could 
watch growing up and in whose lives I 
could have a continuous interest. But the 
other half came to me off the street,— 
brought to me by the most superficial con- 
tacts, the genial wave of a hand from the 
City Clerk in the license bureau, or the 
mere factor of convenience. I felt that 
I could deny none of them. If a legal 
license had been issued, that license meant 
that they were certainly about to be mar- 
ried, and it served as an opportunity for 
me to sanctify the service by as much 
solemnity and religious sanction as I could 
muster. 


So I began to fight divorce with the first 
word of my conversation when the couple 
first approached me. I have steadily re- 
sisted any temptation to take their de- 
sire as anything less worthy than the 
beautiful hope I wanted it to be. Every 
word of the marriage ceremony meant 
much to me every time I said it. I tried 
to make the occasion each time beautifully 
memorable. I obtained the right from 
our Church trustees to unite each couple, 
however casual, in the impressive auditor- 
ium. Our Church organist volunteered to 
be responsible for a musical program and 
accompanied at any time it was desired. 
We spent effort and taste and much money 
producing a beautiful wedding certificate. 


But after the service, I always delayed 
the parting long enough for a quiet word 
about the knowledge that was so impor- 
tant in the building of happy home life, 
and about the sources where that knowl- 
edge might be obtained. Often I con- 
fronted young people who were wholly 
ignorant, completely uninformed by their 


DR. CASSELMAN ELECTED 
SECRETARY 


The Board of Foreign Missions operates 
under a charter which requires the signa- 
ture of its Executive Secretary to all legal 
documents. It was necessary therefore for 
the Executive Committee of the Board to 
meet immediately after the funeral of the 
late Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew to fill this 
important office. On Nov. 29 Dr. Arthur 
V. Casselman was unanimously chosen to 


and value) 


parents, bewildered by the implications of 
their wedding, and uncertain as to their 
future course. With what relief and joy 
such brides and grooms received from my 
hand the copy of Helena Wright’s excel- 
lent pamphlet, “The Sex Factor in Mar- 
riage,’ which I always added to the wed- 
ding certificate before I let them go. I 
cannot speak too highly of the influence 
of Doctor Wright’s little book. Seores of 
young people have come back to thank 
me fervently for it. Scores of others have 
heard of it from friends and have sought 
for copies. It has been one of my chief 
allies in defeating divorce. 


RESCUE 


God lends through Grace, a cable 
line 

Across the deep abyss of sin; 

True from the port of Love Divine 

God lends, through Grace, a cable 
line. 


Let storms of doubt and hate com- 
"bine, 
Faith holds, and quiet waits within; 
God lends, throwgh Grace, a cable 
line 
Across the deep abyss of sin. 
—Meta Mathes. 


Was my duty done then? I could not 
believe it. I had assumed, in many cases, 
very little responsibility for the romance 
up to that point. But I felt I was in- 
timately concerned with it thereafter. Be- 
fore the licenses were sent back to the 
Clerk’s office, the facts were carefully 
recorded in a card index file for my office. 
Not a year went by without at least one 
letter to every couple I have ever married. 
Always that letter called for a_ reply 
from the young people themselves. Every 
baby born to them was greeted with a 
personal note from me. Every move they 
made, promotion they achieved, sorrow 


they suffered, became a part of my inter- 
est. 

Every year in June, I gave over one of 
my Sunday morning services to what we 
called “Wedding Bells Reunion”. To this, 
I invited all my brides and grooms. I 
fell into the habit of warning them about 
it when they were married. And a month 
or so before the event, I would send out 
written invitations. The sermon would 
always deal with some of the spiritual 
problems of married life. And those who 
could not come, always received through 
the mail, subsequently, a copy of the ser- 
mon outline so that they could test out 
the truth in the application to their own 
lives. 

How they came! Hundreds of them, 
from all parts of the country, at the ex- 
pense of wearisome effort, bringing their 
children with them to play in our nursery 
or overflow into our Sunday School rooms, 
while the service was held. And each 
year they would say to me, “It helped us 
to realize that you remembered! Some- 
times we were tempted to give it all up, 
a fit of temper brought us into a quar- 
rel, and then we recalled that you remem- 
bered us. It helped!” 

Thus have I tried to fight divorcee. I 
began by refusing to countenance indif- 
ference on their part or mine. I sealed 
the mood with a little book guaranteed 
to dispel their ignorance. And all through 
the months thereafter, through personal 
contacts, I tried to counteract the ten- 
dency toward irresponsibility. I held them 
responsible to me, if to no one else. 

Have there been any results except cas- 
ual pleasant remarks? I have married in 
the course of the last fourteen years 722 
couples. Half of these had only the most 
superficial contact with me before the 
wedding. The average divorce rate would 
have given my group a total of 123 brok- 
en homes. Up to date, less than a dozen 
of these homes have been shattered by 
dissension, and less them half a dozen of 
them have been ruined by divoree. And 
the experience has been one of the most 
rewarding things in my life. 
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fill the vacaney. When Dr. Casselman was 
elected Associate Secretary some time ago, 
it was with the understanding that he 
should thus be more fully prepared for the 
larger service of leadership when Dr. 
Bartholomew would be compelled to lay 
down the task. It is indeed fortunate for 
the Chureh to have one so widely known 
and so highly esteemed, ready to accept 
this sacred trust. Dr. Casselman, who is 
the friend of all of us, is entitled to our 


prayerful sympathy and active co-opera- 
tion as he enters upon his duties in this 
difficult hour. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Not all Mondays are “Blue.” Somehow 
we have had Monday morning cheer dis- 
tributed to us during the past several 
weeks, as contributions were received for 
the Bowling Green Salary Fund. This time 
the Missionary Society of St. John’s 
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Chureh, Williamsport, Pa., M. Elizabeth 
Thompson, treas., adds $5 more to our 
fund, making a total of $93. We are way 
behind the record of last year. Let us 
push forward with more speed or Santa 
Claus will find us napping at Christmas- 


time. Come, friends, and help us to carry 
on. We must not desert Miss Wolfe now. 
Please make all checks payable to Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


REFORMED CHURCH TO MERGE 


(An article from “The Banner,” organ of 

the Christian Reformed denomination, has 

some interest for us, even if the figures in 
the first paragraph are misleading.) 


The Reformed Church of the United 
States and the Evangelical Synod of North 
America have decided to merge, making 
the combined membership about 250,000 
and 2,500 pastors. (The 250,000 should be 
about 650,000.—Ed.) 


The Reformed Church of the United 
States should not be confused with the 
Reformed Church of America, formerly 


known as the Dutch Reformed Church. The 
latter name was wisely abandoned some 
years ago. One of the writers in “De 
Heraut” confused the two bodies recently 
and expressed his surprise that the Re- 
formed Church of America should merge 
with a Church which is not Reformed. He 
took the Reformed Church of the United 
States for the Reformed Church of Amer- 
ica. The former Church is of German ex- 
traction, having been founded by German 
settlers in the United States early in the 
17th century. 

Mr. Harry R. Rietdyk, at one time mayor 
of Muskegon, now living in Dayton, O., 
is a member of the Central Reformed 
Chureh of Dayton, and it was in that 
Church recently that the 100th anniver- 
sary of the organization of the first Ger- 
man Reformed Church in that city was 
celebrated. Mr. Rietdyk was kind enough 
to mail me some interesting clippings with 
a write-up of this historic occasion. 

The Rev. Thomas Winters, whose father 
came from the Netherlands, began his min- 
isterial work in the German and English 
language in Ohio, around 1800. He edu- 
cated. five sons for the ministry, and one 
of these, David Winters, organized the 
First German Reformed Church in Dayton, 
in 1833. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. B. F. Bausman from 624 HE. King 
St., to 725 E. Orange St., Lancaster, Pa. 

Dr. Paul Lambert Gerhard from Lancas- 
ter, Pa., to 6 Rokkencho, Sendai, Japan. 

Rey. Charles A. Bushong from Sarasota, 
Fla., to 1503 9th Ave., Bradenton, Fla. 

Rev. J. G. Kerschner from Spring City, 
Pa., to 5437 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rey. Paul B. Rupp from Rushville, IIL, 
to Seott Field, Belleville, Ill. 

Rey. William H. Shults from Dayton, 
O., to 115 Cedar Ave., Tampa, Fla. 


Don’t fail to read our new department. 
“Justus Timberline” is a straight shooter. 
You'll like him! 

We extend our sympathy to our friend, 
Rev. B. F. Bausman, of Lancaster, who 
has been bereaved by the death of his be- 
loved wife, on Nov. 21. 

Christ Church, Bath, Pa., has extended 
a call to the Rev. Reginald H. Helffrich, 
of Butler, Pa., to sueceed his lamented 
father, Dr. Wm. V. Helffrich, in the pas- 
torate of that parish. 


Robert William, the son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Theodore J. Schneider, MeKeans- 
burg, Pa., announces the arrival of a baby 
sister, Marianne Eloise, on the morning 
of Dee. 1. 

Our Christmas Number will be issued 
next week.-In two weeks we expect to 
run a Bartholomew Memorial Number. 
Every issue is really indispensable for 
well-informed members of the Reformed 
Church. 


The Consistories of Epler’s and Hinner- 


shitz Churches, near Reading, Pa., have is- 
sued invitations to celebrate the 50th anni- 
versary of the ordination of the Rev. Geo. 
W. Gerhard and the 25th anniversary of 
his pastorate, at Hinnershitz, on Dee. 3, 
at 10.15 A. M., and at Epler’s on Dee. 10, 
at 2 P. M. 

In Bethany Church, Cuyahoga Falls, O., 
Rev. J. Theodore Bucher, pastor, the 
Thank Offering service of the W. M. S. 
and G. M. G. was held Nov. 26, at 7.30 
P. M. On Nov. 26, at the morning ser- 
vice, the pastor spoke on “Let Us Give 
Thanks.” The Union Thanksgiving ser- 
viee was held in this Church. 

Home Mission Day was observed in 
Emmanuel’s Chureh, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. 
John N. Garner, pastor, Nov. 12. A gen- 
erous offering was received. The fifth an- 
niversary of the dedication of the Church 
School building was observed Nov. 26, 
with a special service attended by a large 
congregation. 

Always on the lookout for improve- 
ments, the “Messenger” begins in this is- 
sue, on page 6, a new department, The 
Thoughts of Justus Timberline. We feel 
sure you will like this page of mingled 
wit and wisdom. It isn’t “for preachers 
only.” There’s nothing “high hat” about 
it. Try it, and you'll be a regular. 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Chalmers W. Walck, 
of Sunbury, Pa., have announced the mar- 
riage on Thursday, Nov. 30, of their 
charming daughter, Gloria Anna, to Mr. 
W. Fred Bartlow. The “Messenger” joins 
in sineere felicitations. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bartlow will be “at home” in the Millner 
Building, Sunbury, after their honeymoon 
tour. 

Thanksgiving services were held in 
Grace Chureh, Washington, D. C., the Rev. 
Henry H. Ranck, D.D., pastor, at 11 A. M. 
Thanksgiving morning. Following this 
service the Rev. Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt, 
of “The Messenger,” baptized two grand- 
nieces, Donna Trone, the child of Alfred 
G. and Jean Rousche Schmidt, of Ridley 
Park, Pa., and Alice Jane, the little daugh- 
ter of G. Ambrose and Aldora Schmidt, of 
Washington, D. C. Dr. Ranck assisted in 
the baptismal service. 


At an election for pastor held on Oct.1 
in Seeond Church, Seranton, Pa., Mr. John 
Gulick was elected to that office. Mr. 
Gulick has accepted the call and began 
his pastorate Nov. 1. At an election for 
pastor held in the Evangelical Reformed 
Church, Bellerose, L. I., on Nov. 19, Mr. 
Frederick Kramer was elected to that of- 
fice. Mr. Kramer began his pastorate on 
Dee. 1. Both these congregations are un- 
der the eare of the Board of Home Mis- 


sions. These men are graduates of our 
Eastern and Central Theological Semi- 


naries, respectively, of the class of 1933. 

The Alpha Chi Omega had charge of 
the evening service, Oct. 8, in St. Paul’s 
Chureh, Butler, Pa., Rev. Reginald H. 
Helffrich, pastor. Tennyson’s poem, “Cross- 
ing the Bar,’ was interpreted in song; 
Helen Bissel was the leader, and Ethyl 
Charlton sang the solo, “Crossing the Bar.” 
The Young People held a social gather- 
ing at the home of Miss Helen Bissel on 
Nov. 2; dancing and games were the 
features of the evening; luncheon was 


Buy Christmas Seals 
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Why not present the mem- 
bers of your family or friends 
at Christmas with a personal 
copy of the REFORMED 
CHURCH HYMNAL? The 


Hymnal with the recipient’s 
name stamped in gold on the 


cover will be a lasting, worth- 
while gift. We offer a variety 
of bindings at various prices. 
The lowest price is $1.25 per 
copy, plus 25c for lettering in 
gold. Write to the Board of 
Christian Education, 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


FOR SALE:—100 red covered Reformed 
Church Hymnals containing Full Order of 
Worship. Address: Trinity Church, Gettys- 
burg, Pa., Rev. Howard S. Fox, 141 S. 
Stratton Street. 


served. Rey. Mr. Helffrich and his wife 
held a housewarming Nov. 9, when 114 
people were entertained; refreshments 
were served. 

In First Church, High Point, N. C., 
Rev. W. R. Shaffer, pastor, Judge Lewis 
Teague addressed the Men’s Club at their 
November meeting; at the December meet- 
ing Ladies’ Night will be held. On Nov. 
12, at the evening service the 4 circles 
of the W. M. 8S. held a joint thank offering 
service when a play was rendered and 
boxes gathered with offering amounting 
to $53. On Nov. 19, Home Mission Day 
observed with special offering. On Nov. 
26, following the morning worship, the 
annual congregational meeting was held 
for the election of officers for the new 
year. 


In St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia, 
Dr. Albert G. Peters, pastor, the Francis 
Scott Key Chapter of the Eastern Star 
attended the evening service on Nov. 12. 
On the evening of the 19th Mr. Arthur D. 
Smith, of Sendai, delivered the address at 
the Thank Offering service. On the 26th, 
a musical service was held under the au- 
spices of the choir. The program ineluded 
the Girard College Alumni Glee Club and 
Brass Ensemble, and Miss Florence Heanle, 
violinist. A morning service was held on 
Thanksgiving Day, at which the offering 
was $76.40 for Church debt. 

Work of repairing Salem Church, Hell- 
er’s, Pa., Rev. Fred. D. Pentz, pastor, 
which was damaged by fire on Nov. 5, 
soon after the morning services, will start 
as soon as the insurance claims are ad- 
justed. The damage is estimated at be- 
tween $10,000 and $15,000. The fire, which 
started in the partition separating the 
Church and 8. 8., was discovered by Mrs. 
Aaron Cunningham, wife of the sexton. 
The partition and a portion of the floor 
were burned; smoke and water and chem- 
icals damaged the interior; the plaster 
ceiling was water soaked; several stained 
glass windows cracked; the frescoed walls 
covered with soot; 2 pianos and the pipe 
organ damaged and carpets, pews and 
furnishings ruined. 

Dee. 13-15 are the big days for Phila- 
delphia and vicinity, when many of our 
pastors and Chureh workers should take 
advantage of the great opportunty to 
share in the United Missionary Confer- 
ence and to hear such outstanding speak- 
ers as Dr. E. Stanley Jones, Dr. John R. 
Mott, Dr. Chas. R. Watson, Bishop L. H. 
Roots and their associates. The Round 
Table for Ministers and their Wives, also 
theological students, will be on Thursday, 
Dee. 14, 9.30 A. M. to noon, at Arch St. 
M. E. Chureh. Dr. Mott speaks at the pub- 
lie meeting in Areh St. Church Thursday 
at 7.45 P. M., and Dr. Jones at the mass 
meeting in the Baptist Temple, Broad and 
Berks, Friday at 8 P. M. 
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First Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. W. 
H. Bollman, pastor, held a very beautiful 
and impressive Harvest Home service on 
Noy. 19, when the altar was profusely 
laden with all kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
bles. The pastor’s discourse on “Echoes of 
Merey” was very appropriate. A hand- 
some modern pipe organ is being installed 
and will be ready in time for the Christ; 
mas services. Several of the Guilds 
raised more than $1,000 to remodel and 
beautify the main §8. 8S. room, ineluding 
a cozy fireplace. The Y. P. Society meet- 
ings are increasing in interest and attend- 
ance. A red letter day was scored when 
St. Paul’s congregation worshipped with 
First Church at the annual union Thanks- 
giving morning service. Dr. T. A. Alspach 
delivered a forceful message to an audi- 
ence that practically filled the auditorium, 
including the galleries. 

On Nov. 19, Mrs. Mary Bogenrief, a 
life-long member of St. John’s Church, 
Mifflinburg, Pa., Rev. Ira Wilson Frantz, 
pastor, attended morning worship on the 
anniversary of her 90th birthday, in com- 
pany with all her children: Miss Sue C. 
Bogenrief, Mifflinburg, Pa.; Miss Margaret 
M. Bogenrief, National Cathedral School, 


Washington, D. C.; Mrs. John Prettyleaf, » 


Lewistown, Pa; Mr. and Mrs: Henry 
Bogenrief, Bellevue, O.; Dr. and Mrs. Les- 
lie B. Seely, Germantown, Philadelphia, 
and her granddaughter, Mrs. C. Lester 
Lack, Pennbrook, Pa. The pastor extend- 
ed hearty congratulations to Mrs. Bogen- 
rief in behalf of the consistory and con- 
gregation, praying a continuation of good 
health which has permitted her attend- 
ance quite regularly until the present. 

On Thanksgiving Day, at high noon, a 
beautiful home wedding took place at 518 
Parson St., Easton, Pa., the home of the 
bride, when Mrs. Iva Schilling Brennian 
was united in holy wedlock to the Rev. 
Gustav R. Poetter, pastor of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading. The officiating minister 
was Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor of the 
“Messenger,” who was a Seminary class- 
mate and chum of the groom and a long 
time friend of the bride. Only the imme- 
diate families were present. Mrs. Poetter 
until recently was the popular and able 
Principal of the Cottingham Publie School 
in Easton. After a honeymoon tour to 
New York and Bermuda, Mr. and Mrs. 
Poetter will be at home to their many 
friends at the parsonage, 216 W. Green- 
wich St., Reading, Pa. 


Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. 
H. A. Fesperman, pastor, observed Home 
Mission Day in November with an offer- 
ing of $100. The apportionment for the 
charge has been paid in full since Nov. 1. 
A discussion group has been studying 
“The Spiritually Efficient Church,” by Dr. 
Christman, for several weeks. The S. S. 
has assumed the support of an out station 
in China during the coming year and it is 
expected that all of $300 will be raised 
by Foreign Mission Day in February. The 
Senior Christian Endeavor has as its mis- 
sionary project for the coming year the 
raising of $100 toward payment of back 
salaries of home missionaries. Mrs. Scott 
Beckley, wife of Elder Beckley, of Salem 
congregation, passed away Nov. 21, and 
was buried at the Salem burial ground 
Nov. 23. She was very active in her 
Church and will be greatly missed. 


The burdens of the Treasurer of the 
Board of Home Missions, in spite of the 
depression, are frequently made lighter by 
letters such as the following, and he 
wishes to express his personal thanks: 
“Enelosed you will find a check for $110 
as the offering from this Church on Home 
Mission Sunday. May I say that our peo- 
ple had a real delight in giving this, and 
when I recall the many defeats our people 
have experienced during this past year, 
why, I thank God and take courage for 
this, their fine expression of love for the 
cause of Christ. Ninety per cent of my 
people lost their all in our large bank 
that failed. They will perhaps never 

realize more than ten per cent of this, but 


still they continue with unabated zeal to 
support the work of the Church. These 
people paid their apportionment in full by 
the lst of October, and are willing and 
ready to do other things as I think is 
expressed.by their offering on Home Mis- 
sions Sunday. May God’s grace and wis- 
dom lead the Board during these times. 
Best wishes for a fine response from the 
whole Church.” 


Miss Anna O. Gantenbein died in Port- 
land, Oregon, on Nov. 22, aged 75 years. 
She was a daughter of the late Rev. Dr. 
John and Mary Gantenbein, and was born 
June 11, 1858, in Philadelphia, Pa., where 
her father was pastor. She attended the 
schools in her native city until 1874, when 
her parents went to Oregan. In Portland 
she continued her education in a private 
school, St. Helen’s Hall, and finished by 
a three-years’ course in a girls’ school in 
Stuttgart, Germany. After her return she 
was a teacher in private and _ public 
schools in Portland. She was of great help 
in her father’s Church and Sunday School. 
On the 25th of November her body was 
laid to rest in beautiful Riverview Ceme- 
tery by the side of her parents. Rev. Gott- 
lieb Hafner, pastor of the First Church, 
conducted the service. She was a sister of 
Mrs. R. C. Schiedt, Lancaster, Pa., Mrs. 
J. W. Bowers, Philadelphia, Pa., Mrs. C. 
M. Krumbein, Miss Lillie Gantenbein, and 
Mr. J. Edw. Gantenbein, of Portland, and 
of the late Judge C. U. Gantenbein and 
Ambrose Gantenbein. Pastor Hafner 
writes: “Her life was a blessing to many 
people.” 


In the Kannapolis, N. C., Charge, Rey. 
Lee A. Peeler, D.D., pastor, during the last 
2 months a campaign of “Better Church 
Attendance” is being conducted in St. 
John’s. An individual record of Church 
attendance for each service is being kept, 
with encouraging results. On a recent Sun- 
day morning 75% of membership was pres- 
ent. The ladies of St. John’s conducted a 
chicken supper in a vacant building in the 
business section of the town, Nov. 18, 
when a nice sum was realized and will be 
applied on the Church debt. The Thank 
Offering service in charge of the local W. 
M. 8. was held on Nov. 26; an episode 
“Thanksgiving is Thanksgiving,’ was 
given by the ladies, a sacred drama, “The 
Challenge of the Cross,” by the young 
people; a brief address was given by Mrs. 
Peeler, and the service was considered one 
of the most beautiful and effective of its 
kind. The Union Thanksgiving service 
was held in St. John’s, and was presided 
over by Rev. M. L. Kester, president of 
the Kannapolis Ministerial Association; 
the sermon by Dr. L. I. Echols, pastor of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. A successful mission study class 
has just been concluded at St. John’s, and 
was led by the pastor. The annual Thank 
Offering service was held at St. Paul’s 
Nov. 19; the pageant, “The Open Gate,” 
was beautifully rendered and an impres- 
sive talk given by Miss Myrtle Klutts, a 
teacher in the Kannapolis publie school. 


On Home Mission Day, Faith Church, 
Baltimore, Md., Rey. Frank A. Rosen- 
berger, pastor, was privileged to hear an 
inspiring sermon on “Giving as an Act of 
Worship,” by Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer; $50 
was raised and sent to the Home Board to 
aid in payment of back salaries of mis- 
sionaries. The choir rendered a delightful 
program Nov. 19, assisted by Miss Alta 
Slifer, teacher of piano at the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, and a member of 
St. Luke’s Church, North Wales, Pa. Faith 
Church was host to the supper and con- 
ference of the Y. P.’gs Union of Baltimore 
Reformed Churches Nov. 23, when Rev. 
Fred D. Wentzel was the main speaker; 
the conference was built on “Race Rela- 
tions in Baltimore.” The annual Thank 
Offering service of the W. M. S. was held 
Noy. 26; the local Mission Band presented 
a playlet written by their leader, Miss 
Marie Massicot; a worthy thank offering 
was received from the W. M. S. and Mis- 
sion Band. The annual Every-Member 


Canvass will be conducted Dee. 10. The 
consistory and members of the Church re- 
cently sent congratulations and good 
wishes to the Rev. A. S. Weber, D.D., 
upon the 82nd anniversary of his birth- 
day, and the 50th anniversary of his or- 
dination into the ministry. This genial 
and jovial friend is loved by all who know 
him in the Church, city and denomination. 
The “Messenger” joins heartily in this 
greeting to one of its best friends. 

In the Bear Creek Charge, N. C., Rev. 
W. 8. Gerhardt, pastor, the last of the 
Thank Offering services was held Nov. 12, 
in St. James Church, Mt. Pleasant, when 
the beautiful Rainbow Pageant was pre- 
sented by the Girls’ Guild, assisted by 
members of the Missionary Society. The 
Thank Offering services of the other two 
congregations were held earlier. For very 
many years, the date of the annual event 
in the Bethel (Bear Creek) congregation 
has been the second Sunday in October. 
This year, all conditions, including the 
weather, were ideal, and it is estimated 
that 500 people were present. In the 
morning, following the regular custom, 
the Harvest service was held. A strong 
message was presented by the pastor’s 
brother, Prof. Paul L. Gerhardt, of N. 
Japan College. At the noon hour a bounti- 
ful feast was spread on the long table in 
the shadow of the Church. In the after- 
noon the program of the W. M. S., G. M. 
G. and Mission Band was fully up to the 
usual standard in impressiveness and help- 
fulness. At Boger, on Oct. 1, for the first 
time a program similar to that which the 
Bear Creek congregation has carried out 
for many years was attempted and was 
an unqualified success. Large congrega- 
tions were present morning and _ after- 
noon. The text of the pastor’s Harvest 
sermon was “Thou shalt be altogether joy- 
ful.” In the afternoon the W. M. 8S. and 
Mission Band together presented a most 
impressive Thank Offering message, while 
much appreciated numbers were given by 
a male double quartette from the Meth- 
odist Church of Kannapolis. All three 
Churches of the charge were beautifully 
decorated for these special services. The 
offering at Mt. Pleasant was $20.42; at 
Bear Creck, $64.43, and at Boger, $29. 

Memorial Church, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
observed Ministerial Relief Day on Sept. 
24. The offering for this cause was $5. 
Rally Day service Oct. 1. Unusually inter- 
esting program, large audience. A series 
of evangelistic services held Oct. 8-15. The 
Rev. George L. Curry, of Greensboro, an 
intimate and life-long friend of the pastor, 
did the preaching. He is a man of fine 
personality, rich experience, and on fire 
for the salvation of men and women. He 
rendered a very valuable service and was 
a veritable benediction to the congrega- 
tion and community. Practically the 
whole congregation of Christian people 
came to the altar to pledge themselves in 


The MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY 


was established by the Reformed Church 
in 1899. It has prepared many boys 
for higher education and their life’s 
work, and its story reads like an epic. 
Its motto is “Courage, Industry and 
Purity.” 

Although it has a splendid equipment 
and a full enrollment, the completed 
building program calls for one more 
dormitory. 


The Trustees are offering twenty year 
bonds, paying six per cent, secured 
amply by valuable property, and an 
annually increasing business. An invest- 
ment in this school is safe financially, 
and will aid in the Christian training 
of young men. For information address, 


HOWARD J. BENCHOFF, A.M., PD.D 
Headmaster 


Woodstock Virginia 
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new allegiance to Christ and His service. 


Already some have been confirmed and 
there is reasonable assurance of several 
others to come in by confirmation and let- 
ter in the near future. Nov. 19 was a red- 
letter day for the congregation in the 


matter of benevolence. As a result of a 
chicken supper held in the basement of 


the Church on Saturday evening and the 
observance of Home Mission Day on Sun- 
day morning, the Mission has $50 to turn 


over to the Board as a special offering to 
help pay the long overdue salaries of many 
distressed missionaries. $50 is not a big 
amount, but it is a fine showing for Me- 
morial congregation at this time; and, if 
all the congregations of the Reformed 
Chureh in the U. 8. would contribute pro- 
portionally in this campaign, the Board 
could pay its workers every dollar of their 
salaries to date. 

In the Bear Creek Church, N. C., one 
new member was added by confirmation 
and two by letter. Rev. W. 8. Gerhardt is 
pastor. The annual Thanksgiving Day 
supper was served in the basement of the 
Bear Creek Church. The annual mission 
sale will be held Saturday, Dec. 9, and 
will be preceded by a missionary play at 
11 A. M. Recent social events at Mt. 
Pleasant were the Hallowe’en Social Oct. 
28, and the annual supper of the W. M. 8. 
Noy. 25. A special meeting of the joint 
consistory was held in the Church at Mt. 
Pleasant on Nov. 4, for the purpose of 
facing the Kingdom Task during the com- 
ing year. Rev. Milton Whitener repre- 
sented the Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee of Classis, and a spirit of 
earnestness and consecration prevailed. 
Improvements have recently been made 
to the parsonage property which add much 
to its appearance and greatly please its 
occupants. When the pastor’s wife re- 
turned last June from a four-months’ so- 
journ with her mother in California, she 
was surprised and delighted to find the 
inside painting and papering which has 
added so much to the attractiveness and 
cheerfulness of the home. The painting 
of the pastor’s study was accomplished 
as a surprise for him while he was at the 
meeting of Potomac Synod. This work 
was financed by the women of the Mt. 
Pleasant congregation. More recently the 
men have done their part by erecting a 
much needed garage and painting this as 
well as the outside of the parsonage and 
Church. All of these improvements are 
greatly appreciated by the pastor and his 
family and show a beautiful spirit of loy- 
alty and consecration. 


A LETTER FROM MRS. WOLFE 
“The poor ye have with you always.” 


The realization of this passage, taken 
from the words of our dear Master, has 
never been so vivid as now. The long 
summer months have passed and gone. 
Many heads of families were jobless then 
and are still so; hence much suffering must 
follow in the cold months of winter. 

I am chairman of the Red Cross drive 
for my group and in making my “round 
up” I found the real condition which is 
indeed very deplorable. I was not able to 
collect very much on the drive—for they 
did not have food and clothing, and how 
could they have money? So small is our 
contribution to this project, that I am 
staging a musical pageant to be given Dee. 
12 at the Diamond Theatre for this bene- 
fit. We are hoping to have a large crowd 
and thereby add to our meager sum. 

This is an appeal for clothing and a de- 
sire also that my friends will not forget 
the “Christmas Dinner” for the destitute 
colored children. Help them to have at 
least one full meal in the year. I assure 
you that discarded clothing will filll a need 
that was never before so urgent. ‘Children 
are still barefooted and in sore need of 
clothing; even the grown-“ups” are shame- 
fully bare. We will feel a deep sense of 
gratitude to our friends for their contri- 
bution to our call of distress. 


Our work is moving on slowly, but hope 
we are making impressions that will count 
for the highest and best. Some of our 
boy students have been forced to leave 
school and join the Reforestation camps 
to support their parents and relatives at 
home. There is, however, a very limited 
registration of Negroes. At Fort Knox 
there are several hundred whites and only 
47 Negroes. Hoping with earnest prayer 
that my friends will remember us, 

Yours in His service, 


Mrs. H. M. Wolfe. 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


The Chapter of the League at Trappe, 
Pa., has a Stewardship Committee which 
publishes an article monthly in “St. 
Luke’s Leader.” In one of the recent 
articles addressed to the laymen of the 
Church, this statement was made: “We do 
not expect any enterprise in this world 
to go along without financial backing. 
Give the Church the proper financial sup- 
port and we need not fear the outcome; 
withhold that support and we bring shame 
and defeat to the Master’s cause.” 


The annual meeting of the Interdenomi- 
national Council on Men’s Work in the 
U. S. will be held Dee. 11-12, either at 
Chicago or Cincinnati. Men’s work is 
being pushed and promoted in all wide- 
awake Churches these days. 

Some spiritual advance is being made, 
the laymen leading on. Your secretary 
cannot attend as no funds are available 
for travel. 


Dr. Merrill said at a recent promotional 
conference: “We must guard against being 
thought of simply as money-getters. While 
we may be talking about money, our real 
concern is about the things that lie be- 
hind. We are devoted to the cause of 
Christ.” 


One of the chief ways in which a man 
can get a deeper grip on Christ, is prayer. 


“T am not failing to boost our Church- 
men’s League in season or out, but right 
at the present time I am unable to come 
to the rescue with any funds. I will do 
my part again when I catch up a bit.”— 
From a prominent and active layman. 


Ten point program of Evangelical 
Churchmen’s Work as adopted at last Gen- 
eral Conference: Family devotion; Lay 
evangelism; Promoting Bible study; Mis- 
sionary promotion; Public worship; Chris- 
tian Stewardship; Social Service; Boys’ 
Work; Denominational loyalty and sup- 
port; Goodwill and Peace among races and 
nations. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE 


More than 60 young people from nearly 
a score of congregations in Philadelphia 
Classis participated in the young people’s 
institute which was held under the au- 
spices of the Classical Committee on 
Christian Education, Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, 
Director. The conference, which was an 
all-day affair, met on Friday, Dee. 1, in 
the Christian Association Building, U. of 
P., with the Rev. Clayton H. Ranek act- 
ing as host. A worship service, led by the 
young people of Trinity Church, Philadel- 
phia, opened the meeting. The Rev. Fred 
D. Wentzel then addressed the group on 
the t heme, “Christian Objectives for 
Youth.” In a stirring appeal, Mr. Went- 


zel challenged the youth of the Church to 
become aware of the conflicts in our social 
life between the Christian ideal and group 
morality. Attention was directed to the 
recent lynechings in California, and the at- 
titude of Governor Rolph to mob violence; 
to the taxicab war in Philadelphia, and 
the attitude of employers to the demands 
of employees for just methods of repre- 
sentation; to the efforts of President 
Roosevelt in attempting to relieve human 
misery, and the attitude of a hostile cap- 
italistie group to interference with the 
status quo. Mr. Wentzel closed his re- 
marks with the plea that the Church 
School and all other organizations of the 
Church become more contemporaneous 
than has been the case in the past. 

After a luncheon, which was served in 
the main dining hall, the group was given 
a glimpse of the Penn campus. Loeal Re- 
formed Church students acted as pilots. 
The trip ineluded a visit to the Interna- 
tional House, which is the social head- 
quarters for approximately 300 foreign 
students in the Philadelphia area. Here 
“Tommy” Thompson, the Director, gave 
an interesting talk on the function of the 
International House, and its place in the 
lives of the thousands of students from 
foreign lands who have come under its 
influence. 

The young people reassembled at 2.00 
o’clock and divided into three discussion 
groups. The Rev. Purd E. Deitz, of Phil- 
adelphia, had charge of the discussion on 
“Christian Objectives in Human Rela- 
tions”; the Rev. R. D. Custer, of Milltown, 
N. J., directed the discussion on “Chris- 
tian Objectives in Personal Living”; and 
the Rev. Dewees F. Singley, of Philadel- 
phia, led a group in considering ‘Chris- 
tian Objectives in the Church.” At 4 
P. M. the entire group met to hear the 
findings of the various bodies, following 
which Mr. George A. Shults, of Lancaster, 
conducted a recreation period. After sup- 
per, a conference was held around the 
table, in which a symposium on “Why the 
Church?” was the outstanding feature. 
Misses Sarah Helen Keyser, of Trappe, 
and Dorothy Witmer, of Collegeville, and 
Mr. Norris Johnson, of Trappe, were the 
participants. The conference was closed 
with a challenge from Prof. Franklin I. 
Sheeder, of Ursinus College, who urged 
the young people to return to their con- 
gregations determined to put into prac- 
tice the objectives which had been dis- 
cussed. —F. I. §S. 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


Play Day at Hood College gathered the 
interest of both faculty and students, when 
170 girls from Hood, Goucher, and George 
Washington University on Saturday, Oct. 
28, assembled on the campus. Hockey, 
archery, tennis, and soccer, were the sports 
which received chief interest; although 
there was no intercollegiate competition 
and no decision was rendered in favor of 
any one group. Play Day, sponsored by 
the Physical Education Department, is not 
to create rivalry, but to afford sociability 
and promote interest. 

The youngest member of the Hood Com- 
munity arrived on the campus in October. 
She is 8 months old, has brown curls and 
blue eyes, and her name is Virginia Fay 
Strawn. She is expected to remain here 
until next May, almost a full college year, 
as did her predecessors, Dicky — 1930, 
Bobby—1931, and Ruth—1932. Although 
she has 13 “mothers,” she eats and sleeps 
like a normal child and has put on weight 
regularly since her arrival. This project 
of the Department of Home Economies to 
train students in child care and psychology 
is one which draws the interest of the 
entire campus. 

Among the various recent social events 
on the campus was the banquet held for 


the members of the Athletic Association . 


Board at the termination of Health Week 


on November 10, This occasion was made 
particularly entertaining to the rest of 
the college by the staging of the annual 
style show, in which college students . 
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modeled college costumes. At the close of 
the dinner, it was announced that Ruth 
Harry, ’36, had won the posture-health cup 
for the year 1933-34. During this month, 
a dinner was given in honor of the senior 
class, followed by a concert by Earl Lippy, 
baritone, accompanied by Frank Bibb of 
the faculty of Peabody Conservatory of 
Music. On November 11, a reception was 
held in honor of Miss Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, who came to Hood to read selee- 
tions from her verse to the students and 
community. Miss Millay’s audience found 
her charming personally, and deeply inter- 
esting as an interpreter of her own poetry. 

On the other hand, the intellectual in- 
terests of the students have been stimu- 
lated in various ways. The Hood College 
“Herald” has announced a contest for the 
best prose, verse, and book reviews, to be 
judged and awarded prizes in the near 
future. The Forum, one of the newer 
groups to be formed on the campus, is 
sponsoring a half-hour of current events 
each Friday just before noon. These talks 
are given by various members of the fac- 
ulty, most interested in that field. The 
large attendance at these meetings indi- 
cates a lively interest among the student 
body. Conferences are being held current- 
ly for the Freshmen to aid them in getting 
themselves adapted to their new environ- 
ment and in forming the right habits in 
social and academic life. In this connec- 
tion, Miss Leona Buckwald of Baltimore, 
spoke recently to the entire student group 
on Guidance and Placement as a Vocation 
for College-trained Women. From time to 
time, vocational speakers will appear be- 
fore the college audience as a part of the 
regular schedule. The members of the 
Debating Club have invited the college to 
hear a debate on the question: “Resolved: 
that the calendar year shall be reformed 
according to the thirteen month system,” 
on Tuesday, November 28. 

President and Mrs. Apple have recently 
returned from Chicago, where they visited 
the Century of Progress, and Xenia, Ohio, 
where they visited relatives. 


The students at Hood have been for- 
tunate recently in hearing particularly 
choice messages from vesper speakers. On 
October 27, President Clarence A. Barbour 
of Brown University, spoke on the subject 
of “The Test of the Long Road,” giving 
the counsel, “Hither don’t try, or carry it 
through.” On November 4 and 5, Dr. A. 
Bruce Curry of the faculty of the Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City, 
came to Hood for a conference with the 
students, sponsored by the Y. W. C. A. At 
four sessions on Saturday and Sunday, he 
discussed “Living Life in a Conscious 
Sense of One’s Fellowship with God,” “The 
Contribution of Religion to Life,’ “The 
Meaning of Religion,’ and “One’s Concep- 
tion of God.” The theme of the confer- 
ence was “Religion as a Resource of Life,” 
and each lecture was followed by an open 
discussion. On Nov. 5, Dr. Curry gave an 
address at Vespers, entitled, “Why Stand 
Ye Idle in the Market-place?” On Nov. 
19, Rev. Noble G. Powell, D.D., rector of 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Baltimore, 
Md., and for 12 years the chaplain of the 
University of Virginia, addressed the ves- 
per audience on the subject, “Why Should 
Jesus Christ Interfere with Us?” 

On Friday evening, Noy. 17, Branson De 
Cou, famous travel lecturer, presented his 
Dream Pictures to the college audience. 
This was Mr. De Cou’s sixth consecutive 
visit to Hood College, and his subject this 
year was “Old Mexico.” On Friday eve- 
ning, Nov. 24, the Frederick Alumnae of 
the college are sponsoring a benefit for the 
Joseph Henry Apple Library Fund in 
Coblentz Hall. A reception will be held 
the early part of the evening for all the 
guests. 

We are now looking forward to our 
short Thanksgiving holidays and_ the 
longer Christmas vacation which will fol- 
low three weeks later. During the short 
time which intervenes between these two 
recesses, features of college activity will 
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be a Marionette play, entitled “Hay the children. It made them all think that 
Fever,” a Christmas Organ Recital, and Christmas is near at hand. 

Christmas Vespers. There are still 49 pastors who have not 
—D. L. H. written to us for envelopes for the Christ 

——_—___. mas offerings. We almost feel that some 

HOME FOR THE AGED, UPPER of our people who are so busy paying their 
SANDUSKY, OHIO debts and raising the Apportionment 

The Board of this Home met in annual MOMes, of which we receive nothing, wi 
session on Noy. 21. i > ree Ses pore we 
ee . ov. 21. Owing to the recent of the most needy children of our Church 


death of our genial and efficient President, 
Rev. J. F. Hawk, the meeting was tinged 
with sadness. The Board took action me- 
morializing this faithful and zealous serv- 
ant of the Home. The Vice-President, 
Kider Fred Kocher, of Toledo, O., ably 
filled the chair and a large volume of 
routine business was transacted. The re- 
organization resulted in the election of 
tev. Ewald Sommerlatte, of Alliance, O., 
as President, and in the re-election of 
Fred Kocher as Vice-President, and Troy 
Dahn, Toledo, as Secretary-Treasurer, the 
latter having served in that capacity for 
many years. These three members consti- 
tute the Executive Committee. 

There are now 27 aged people residing 
in the Home, cared for physically and spir- 
itually by the Chureh through Supt. and 
Matron Troup. The Board is thankful to 
Rev. Geo. W. Good for his spiritual min- 
istry in the Home, as also to other neigh- 
boring pastors who conducted religious 
services during the past year. On those 
Sundays when services can not be ar- 
ranged, Supt. Troup will provide trans- 
portation to the local Reformed Church. 

Five inquiries relative to admission in 
the Home were presented at this meeting 
and it is hoped that they will lead to ap- 
plication and admission. The application 
of Mr, Christian Brand, of Alliance, O., 
received favorable consideration and this 
aged brother will soon enter his new home. 
Our hope and prayer is that he, as well 
as all the other residents, may enjoy a 
peaceful, happy and carefree evening of 
life within the shelter of this refuge. 

As all the Chureh Boards, so also did 
this Board agonize over the financial prob- 
lems confronting it. 

The appeal of our late President, made 
shortly before his departure, was not en- 
tirely in vain. The Board is profoundly 
grateful for the response made by indi- 
viduals, Churches and Classes. Approxi- 
mately $1,500 was received and some of 
the most urgent obligations could be met. 
The need continues urgent. These aged 
persons are looking to us for daily bread 
and other necessities. Is there anythiing 
more pathetic and appealing than a home- 
less, helpless, aged man or woman? We 
most earnestly renew our plea in behalf of 
these dear fathers and mothers. Other in- 
stitutions have the right of way during 
the great GIVING festival, and we would 
not in the slightest degree encroach upon 
their rights. However, it is possible that 
individuals, Churehes, Sunday Schools, 
Young People’s Societies, Ladies’ Aids, 
Brotherhoods, Missionary organizations 
may have fragments to dispose of and 
fragments make basketfulls. While we 
need and rejoice in large gifts, legacies, 
annuities, we rejoice no less in the mites 
given in the spirit of the Gospel widow. 
We most heartily commend the Home to 
all who read these lines as altogether 
worthy of their fervent effectual prayers 
and cheerful, generous giving. All com- 
munications, inquiries, or moneys may be 
sent to Mr. Troy Dahn, 216 Hathaway 
St., Toledo, Ohio, or Supt. Chas. Troup, 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 

H. G. Settlage 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


The Bethany Choir attended services at 
Zion’s Chureh, near Lenhartsville, on Sun- 
day afternoon, Nov. 26, and First Church, 
Hamburg, in the eveninig. 

On Tuesday before Thanksgiving Day, 
the Bethany family had a pleasant sur- 
prise. Pomeroy’s of Reading brought a 
Santa Claus, a clown, two reels of motion 
pictures, a story book, and treat for all 


at Bethany. 
We are thankful that due to our capae- 


ity, it was not necessary to close our doors 
to one deserving orphan who knocked for 


admission. 


We are thankful that God has blessed 
our family during the past 9 months with 
unusual good health. 

We are thankful that Heller’s Church, 
Lancaster County, did not forget to bring 
us our annual Thanksgiving chickens, 
which numbered 84. 


We are thankful for our many friends 
who have given donations and contribu- 
tions which have enabled us to eare for 
the children of our Church under a re- 
ligious environment such as we have at 
Bethany. 


RECEIPTS OF THE BOARDS ON 
THEIR APPORTIONMENTS 


There is some encouragement in the No- 
vember receipts of the four Boards of the 
General Synod. 


It is very evident that pastors, con- 
sistories, congregations, and indeed whole 
Classes, realize the eritical condition into 
which our Boards have been forced. It 
is for them almost literally a matter of 
life or death. 


The loyal response from large sections 
of the Church strengthens one’s faith. 
From Classis after Classis come reports 
that one or two to a half dozen congrega- 
tions have already paid their Apportion- 
ments for this year in full. A much 
larger number of congregations will pay 
in full this year than did so last year. The 
distressing fact is that some congrega- 
tions do not take seriously the payment 
of the Apportionment at this time. Some 
of these are themselves facing serious dif- 
ficulties, but others are not harder pressed 
than are some other congregations that 
will pay in full, or very nearly so. 

The Chureh does not know, and eannot 
realize, the burden that has been borne by 
those who are responsible for our mis- 
sionary work. It is so heavy that it 
erushes out their very life. They work, 
live and die for the advancement of the 
Kingdom. They have had unlimited faith 
that the Chureh will rally in sacrificial 
giving to this work for which the Saviour 
gave His life. 

The amounts received by the Boards on 
their Apportionments are: 


Board Jan. to Oct. November 
Home Missions..... $91,487.97 $14,203.25 


Foreign Missions... 95,211.55 12,194.45 
Ministerial Relief .. 21,795.90 2,621.08 
Christian Education. 17,131.65 1,549.65 


Totals—Home Missions, $105,691.22; 
Foreign Missions, $107,406.00; Ministerial 
Relief, $24,416.98; Christian Education, 
$18,681.30. 


The largest receipts of the year will 
come in during this closing month of De- 
cember. Congregations and _ Classical 
Treasurers should forward early in the 
month whatever Apportionment monies 
are in their treasuries. The last remit- 
tance for the year can be made at the 
very end. The Boards of Missions will 
keep their books open for 1933 until Sat- 
urday, Jan. 6, 19384, and the other Boards 
will also report all amounts received until 
that date. There are 53 Sundays in this 
year. Contributions made by congrega- 
tions on Dee. 31 can be sent to the Class- 
ical Treasurer the next day, and he in 
turn can make his final remittance before 
the end of that week. 


William E. Lampe, Secretary 
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Mary Ann Humanizes 


a Ph. D. 
By William C. Rittenhouse 
(Copyright by the Author) 


(Continued from last week) 


He believed himself to be in a danger- 
ous condition. He would have to be ecare- 
ful and make all use possible of his vaca- 
tion to become normal again, mentally and 
physically. The doetor’s determined com- 
mand that he should not take a single 
book with him had its significance now. 
The doctor knew his business, but what 
aman! What a man! What a family, to 
take such an interest in one who was a 
complete stranger. 

His highly destructive reactions and 
conclusions were interrupted by hearing 
Mary Ann say: 

“Good-bye, Daddy. Love 
TVll call mother now.” 

Mary Ann came out; told her mother 
father wished to talk to her, and invited 
the professor to take a short walk with 
her. The professor had no difficulty in 
understanding the meaning of that. In 
his absence the mother could describe 
more specifically his conduct during the 
day. This time his conclusions were cor- 
rect. He tried to behave naturally dur- 
ing the walk, but he was conscious it was 
not normal behavior. This also would be 
reported to the doctor. 

What Mary Ann was thinking was, “He 
needs a good dose of calomel.” 

What the doctor was concerned about 
was not the professor’s mind, but his gen- 
eral physical condition. He was not, as 
yet, as strong as he should be, and he 
had been too strenuous in his exercise 
since his arrival, despite the doctor’s fre- 
quent warnings that he should go slowly 
for the first month. 

On their return to the eabin the pro- 
fessor remarked about the telephone con- 
venience. 

“Oh, that is absolutely necessary. We 
eould not be here without a telephone,” 
explained Mary Ann. “Father must be 
able to get into communication with the 
hospital at any moment. We are tapped 
in on the fire warden’s line. If we do not 
have an unusually dry summer the line is 
seldom used except by us. The wardens 
are on duty only when there is danger of 
forest fires.” 

As bedtime approached the professor 
thought he would be spared his nightly 
Judas performance. That would be a tem- 
porary relief. But he was not. Mary Ann 
read the Scripture lesson and did the pray- 
ing. She had been taught to pray while 
a little child. The professor listened in- 
tently to her prayer and when she said 
“Amen,” his high regard for her went up 
one hundred points. She prayed for the 
sick and afflicted and for ‘“Daddy’s 
patients,” and “Oh, Lord, give Daddy 
wisdom and knowledge, and show him how 
to do those things which will help Thy 
afflicted children. Be Thou his guide in all 
things.” 

As the professor was preparing to re- 
tire he wondered if he was included in 
Mary Ann’s petition for the “afflicted.” 
He concluded he was. He was greatly 
eonecerned about himself. He began to 
fear there was a possibility of his losing 
his mind. Fortunately, it was only a pos- 
sibility. He would forget it. He did not. 
For a long time he visualized himself as 


and kisses. 


gradually growing insane. Relief came 
from an unexpected source. 

Mary Ann’s petition to God to show 
her father what to do flashed into his 
mind. It was a beautiful idea to believe 
that a Divine intelligence could be led 
by prayer to direct the work of a man. 
In his distress he began to wonder if he 
could be helped by prayer. But why 
pray? What nonsense was he harboring! 
He surely was becoming demented. 

There is no such thing as a Divine in- 
telligence. Man is the victim of a relent- 
less mechanism, as senseless as brass and 
as cold as steel. The only hope for the 
salvation of man lay in his ability to 
learn how to control destructive reac- 
tions so that they would become nullified, 
and to discover and apply new stimuli 
which would produce desired beneficial 
reactions. 

Certainly a man who lived his life and 
did his work under the delusion that his 
life and work were ordered and directed 
by a supreme, supernatural intelligence 
was living on a high plane. Delusion 
though it was, it had a tremendously ben- 
eficial effect on the man, and for that 
reason the delusion could be justified for 
those whose eyes were not opened to in- 
exorable scientific law. He was amused 
at the childish credulity of the family in 
the existence of a supreme spiritual being 
which would take a personal interest in 
their earthly affairs. 

There was one trifling matter which 
disturbed him. He believed that, if a 
thing worked, if something produced a 
desired result, it was true, even though 
the reason for its working could not be ex- 
plained. He had produced certain desired 
results in his experimentation, and could 
not fathom all the reasons for the results, 
but his methods worked, and because they 
worked they were true. 

Then he formulated a proposition—that 
was one of his favorite methods of teach- 
ing—“Tf the delusion of a belief in a 
supreme, spiritual, personal, directing in- 
telligence produces desired results—in 
other words, works—is the belief a delu- 
sion or is it based on a reality?” 

That the belief worked was an unques- 
tioned fact. That the object of belief 
was a reality was an absurdity. He real- 
ized there was a flaw in his reasoning. 
If in material and psychological things 
the law that “if a thing works, it is true,” 
even if the reasons were not understood, 
would not the same law apply to spiritual 
or supernatural things? “Undoubtedly 
so,” he admitted to himself, “if there were 
such things as spiritual and supernatural 
powers, but the sciences had proved, and 
psychology had confirmed the fact, that 
spiritual and supernatural powers were 
non-existent. The belief had been double- 
checked and thus conclusively proved the 
belief to be a delusion.” 

He had one disturbing thought: “Sup- 
pose, some day, it would be scientifically 
proved that a supernatural power did ex- 
ist,’ then he and his school of psycholo- 
gists would be utterly discredited. Mary 
Ann’s suggestion that “possibly, some 
time, much of his psychology would not 
be accepted,” seemed to have an uncanny, 
prophetie significance. 

He knew some psychologists were work- 
ing on the theory that a personality pro- 
ducing foree existed, unconscious, of 
course, but nevertheless a real character 
forming foree. If such a force was suc- 
cessfully shown to exist, then men would 
discover scientific methods by which to 
draw on this force and apply it to the 
control of the behavior of man. Sin, self- 
ishness, lust, crookedness, poverty would 


be driven out of the human race as easily 
as an electric light dispels the darkness. 

He had little faith in the theory. Even 
though it should be demonstrated as a 
fact, it would not be spiritual or super- 
natural. It would simply be the discovery 
of a higher and more subtle mechanism 
working in the universe. It would be one 
step nearer unraveling the mystery skein 
of the origin of the universe. 


(To be continued next week) 


Pastor: “This morning I will have for 
my topic ‘The Great Flood in Genesis’.” 

Prominent Member of Congregation 
(arising): “I’ve got an engagement to 
play golf, so I can’t stay, but I’ll head the 
subscription list with $1,000 to relieve the 
suffering Genesians.’”’ 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE CREDIBILITY OF THE BIBLE 


Text, Romans 1:16, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” 


Next Sunday, Universal Bible Sunday 
will be observed. In all the countries of 
the world the Bible will be the subject of 
many sermons and addresses. Not long 
ago one of my Church members requested 
me to preach on the question, “Can I be- 
lieve the Bible?” It was not so much 
because there was any doubt in his own 
mind about the credibility of the Bible, 
but because he knew that this question is 
sometimes asked by the young people of 
our day. 

This question can be answered with a 
positive and most emphatic “Yes!” But 
those who are inclined to raise this ques- 
tion look for more than a merely affirma- 
tive answer. They want to know some 
reasons why they may believe the Bible. 

Perhaps one of the chief reasons this 
question is so frequently asked by young 
people, especially college students, is be- 
cause there seems to be a conflict in their 
minds between the declarations of science 
and those of the Bible. The conflict is not 
a real one but exists “in their minds.” 

Those who have been properly taught 
concerning the nature and purpose of the 
Bible will not have this difficulty in their 
appraisal of the Scriptures. The Bible is 
not a book of science, but a book of reli- 
gion. It would have been impossible for 
the authors of the books of the Old Testa- 
ments to give us a scientific theory that 
would do for all time. Science is a pro- 
gressive study and must be revised from 
time to time. The writer of the book of 
Genesis shows great wisdom in saying in 
the opening verse of his writings, “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.” That statement is just as true 
today as it was on the day when it was 
first written. Some one has said that the 
Bible is not a book to tell us how the 
heavens go, but a book to tell us how to 
go to heaven. 

There can be no real conflict between 
true science and the Bible because both 
come from God and God cannot contradict 
Himself. When I want to know something 
about the universe of today I go to books 
of science, most of which have been in- 
spired of God. ‘When I want to know 
something about the spiritual life I go to 
the Bible which has been inspired of God 


_to show us the true way of life. 


The Bible is absolutely trustworthy in 
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its revelation of God and man and sin and 
salvation and eternal life. You need have 
no hesitation about believing the Bible as 
true and authentic and able to make you 
wise unto salvation. 

The highest authority for the credibility 
of the Bible is the attitude of Jesus toward 
it. In His high-priestly prayer, offered up 
shortly before His crucifixion, He prayed 
for His disciples, and in fact for all His 
followers, “Sanctify them in the truth: 
Thy word is truth.” 

The great principle which Jesus laid 
down when He said, “By their fruits ye 
shall know them,” is seen nowhere else 
more clearly than in the fruits which the 
belief in the Bible has brought forth. 
When the Christian Church was born, on 
the day of Pentecost, it was faith in the 
word of God that saved them. “And all 
that believed,’ says St. Luke, “were to- 
gether, and had all things common.” A 
short time thereafter, when Peter had 
spoken to the multitude, we are told, “But 
many of them that heard the word believ- 
ed; and the number of men came to be 
about five thousand.” These results of 
belief in the word of God might be mul- 
tiplied if space permitted. 

A noble Christian man gave this testi- 
mony: “I was taught the Bible by my 
mother: by her life as well as her lips. 
The Bible made my mother the best, the 
sweetest, the noblest woman I ever knew. 
It was her strength in life, her comfort in 
sickness, her all in death. I saw what it 
did for her, and I started with every pre- 
sumption in its favor.” 

The Bible gives us the only ideal of per- 
fect manhood that is found in the world. 
The greatest proof that the Bible is in- 
spired is the fact that it inspires those 
who read it and believe it. Those who 
know the Bible best are the ones who 
love it most. Your faith in the Bible 
will be strengthened by practising what it 
teaches. If you translate its teachings 
into life and character it will be indeed 
the power of God unto your salvation. 

The Rey. Dr. Walter Russell Bowie tells 
us that toward the end of the last century 
there was living in Japan a young man, 
a son of the noble family of the Samurai. 
He was a student in the university of 
Tokyo, and on a certain street he used to 
pass a simple old colporteur who sold 
copies of the New Testament. This young 
student had a contemptuous hostility for 
anything which had to do with Christian- 
ity. But one day the old colporteur piqued 
his interest. He asked him whether as a 
student he had a right to condemn some- 
thing which he had never investigated. 
The lad was struck by that. He took a 
New Testament and carried it off. 

When he got to his room, half curiously 
and half reluctantly he opened the New 
Testament. It opened at the Gospel of St. 
John. He began to read. The strange new 
message fascinated him. He read more. 
He could not help but believe what he 
read. Not long after that he made up his 
mind to become a Christian. When his 
family heard that they were outraged. He 
was abandoning the religion of his fathers. 
To their thought, he was a disgrace to his 
ancestral name. One night as he came 
into his room he found, lying by his bed 
the hara-kiri sword. He knew perfectly 
well what it meant. He was regarded as 
having besmirched the honor of the fam- 
ily, and he should kill himself by his own 
hand. 

He took up the sword and made ready 
very coolly to do what his Japanese train- 
ing had made him quite prepared to do. 
He knelt down first for a moment of pray- 
er. As he did so, it was as though a 
message flashed upon him swift as light. 
“Your earthly father has cast you off; 
commit yourself to your heavenly Father.” 
He rose from his knees and put the sword 
back into its sheath. He left home and 
made his way to America. He established 
a Sunday School among the poor people 
in New York and out of it grew a con- 
gregation which is active today. 
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THE PASTOR SAYS: 


If some people throw mud on you, 
let it dry before removing and you 
won’t be damaged very much. 


—Now and Then. 


Elsie (aged seven): “I do hope some 
Dutchman will marry me when I grow up!” 

Aunt Mary: “Why, dear?” 

Elsie: “’Cause I want to be a Duchess!” 


THE CHALLENGE OF A GREAT IDEAL 


We celebrate Christmas because it gave 
us a great religion. We observe the Fourth 
of July because it gave us a free nation. 
We magnify the schools during one week 
each year because through them we de- 
velop the finer values of our civilization. 
Love of childhood expressed in education 
is a mighty force for unity. What greater 
contribution could America make to the 
world than the ideal—a fair start in life 
for every boy and girl? 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


While we’re building our Morioka 
Pagoda and sending used Christmas cards 
to our missionaries in Japan and China, 
how ’bout taking time to memorize these 
poems which your Birthday Lady discov- 
ered in one of our Daily Vacation Bible 
School books? 


The world is full of children 
Of many different ways; 
Some are used to icebergs 
And some to torrid days; 
Some have tassels, some have beads, 
Some have fan and feather. 
What a joyful time they’d have 
If they got together. 


The world is full of children 
Of many different kinds, 
And many different costumes, 
And many different minds; 
Some in silk and some in fur, 
And some in cloth or leather; 
But if they had half a chance, 
They’d like to play together. 
—Nancy Byrd Turner 
Though black the hand, red, brown, or 
white, 
All hearts are just the same; 
Each one is precious in His sight, 
Each one He ealls by name. 
—Alfred R. Lincoln 


So here’s “Each one He calls by name” 
greetings to all my boys and grls who 
like to memorize worth-while poetry, and 
think deeply about the words. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


THE OUTGROWN CLOTHES 
PROBLEM 
Hilda Richmond 
In many homes the custom of using the 
outgrown clothing for the next child is 
the cause of much unhappiness. Where 


there are several children, most mothers 
find it necessary to use the garments as 
long as they look presentable, but it re- 
quires the utmost care, sympathy and tact 
to satisfy the younger children when this 
is done. Boys, usually, are not quite so 
sensitive as girls, but even little boys re- 


bel if too many outgrown clothes come 
their way. 

Though it cost her much discomfort and 
trouble, my friend, Mrs. Stacy, resolutely 
held to the habit of making over her own 
clothes for the eldest daughter so that 
the younger grils would be satisfied to 
wear second-hand things. She was forced 
to buy, for herself, materials that would 
be suitable in turn for a child, rather than 
things she would otherwise select, but 
she had the satisfaction of mothering a 
contented brood, while in her sister’s fam- 
ily there was constant discord and trouble 
over second-hand things for the younger 


daughters. Mrs. Stacy understood, while 
her sister enforced decisions by stern 
measures. 


Some careful mothers dye the garments 
and change the trimmings, or otherwise 
change the whole thing to make it look 
like new. Some compromise by using the 
outgrown dresses and suits for everyday 
and school only, and always buy new 
things for best. In some homes where the 
clothing is carefully worn it is sold to 
poorer families and all new _ things 
bought for each child. 

It often happens that only cheap ma- 
terials can be bought in certain families 
because of the unhappiness of foreing dis- 
contented youngsters to wear outgrown 
garments. They would rather have a 
cheap new dress than a beautiful second- 
hand one. So much sewing is hard on the 
mother, but to bring peace and content- 
ment, mothers generally give in. 

Where one good-natured child gets all 
the cast-off clothing the mother may some 
day awake to the realization that under- 
neath the surface there is much bitterness 
and the child is growing into a timid, 
shrinking little girl. Loving her mother 
too much to make outward trouble the 
gentle child nurses her disappointment 
and daily becomes more sensitive and re- 
tiring. 

The only way to manage the whole situ- 
ation is to be fair with all, and if the 
older children have no outgrown clothes 
to wear, then let them make sacrifices in 
some other way, perhaps with cheaper 
new things when new things are bought, 
perhaps buying the new dress to harmon- 
ize with last season’s hat while the child 
with the made-over dress has a new hat. 
The mother should always see that each 
child has some new things, pretty and 
well chosen, if the second-hand ones must 
be worn in the family. 


“In the course of the changing condi- 
tions of the present day life, with the 
relaxation of the influence of the home, 
kindergarten training becomes almost an 
essential.”—J. A. Hill, President, The 
West Texas State Teachers College, Can- 
yon, Texas. 

Free publicity literature on the kinder- 
garten may be obtained for use in any 
effort to secure a public sehool kinder- 
garten. Write to the National Kinder- 
garten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York City. 


Page boys at a London hotel are never 
allowed to put their hands in their pockets, 
says an English paper. Guests, on the 
contrary, are compelled to do so. 
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Mrs. Park Avenue: “Been long in the 
service of the family, Parker?” 

Butler: “Yes, madam, I am now serving 
the third degeneration.” 


The Family Altar 


The Rev. Alfred Grether 
Defiance, Ohio 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 11-17 


Memory Verse: “I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:14. 

Memory Hymn: “Hark, What Mean 
Those Holy Voices.” 123 in Hymnal of 
Reformed Church. 


Monday—Arriving in Rome 
Acts 28:11-22 

Paul had hoped for many years that he 
might see Rome and be permitted to 
preach the Gospel in the world’s great 
Capital. In the prison of Antonia he had 
received the assurance from Christ, “Thou 
must bear witness of Me at Rome.” His 
desire and Christ’s promise now were ful- 
filled, though he reached Rome in a dif- 
ferent manner from what he had expected 
a prisoner. Yet “the Word of God is not 
bound,” neither are the souls of those who 
put their trust in Him. In entering he, 
the humble afflicted servant of God, passed 
through the memorable “gateway of tri- 
umphal entrance for crowned victors” to 
suffer and die as a martyr; yea, and to 
attain a victory beside which the vic- 
tories of kings and emperors pale. 
Prayer: 

“lead on, O King Eternal; 

We follow not with fears; 

For gladness breaks like morning 

Where’er Thy face appears; 

Thy cross is lifted oe’r us; 

We journey in its light. 

The crown awaits the conquest; 

Lead on, O God of might.” Amen. 


Tuesday—Preaching in Rome 
Acts 28:23-31 

Some skeptics claim that Paul, in his 
latter days, had different views concern- 
ing God and His Word from those which 
he firmly held at the beginning. This was 
not the case in regard to anything essen- 
tial. Nor can we say that he in his 
preaching ever in the least shifted the 
emphasis. From first to last during his 
ministry, as from morning till evening here 
in his lodging, his aim was to persuade 
men concerning Jesus both out of the law 
of Moses and out of the prophets. Butler 
calls this Paul’s position taken at the 
beginning and fought for to the end. And 
it is striking to see, how resolutely and 
fearlessly here at the end he exalts Christ 
and decries men’s failure to see in Him 
their redeemer from sin and death. 

Prayer: We pray, dear Lord, that Thou 
through the preaching of the Gospel wilt 
bring all men to see that they need Thee 
to redeem them from sin unto God. In- 
crease our faith and strengthen us for the 
duties of this day. Amen. 


Wednesday—A Happy Prisoner 
Phil. 1:12-21 
Roman prisons offered no inducement to 
the inmates to be happy. Yet Paul, the 


prisoner, was the happiest man in Rome 
because of the many evidences that the 
Gospel near and far was taking root in 
men’s hearts and producing fruit to the 
glory of God. It was a special source of 
joy to him that the things which happen- 
ed unto him fell out “to the furtherance 
of the Gospel” and that God wondrously 
overruled even the attacks of his personal 
enemies for making Christ known. 
Through such self-forgetting, all absorbing 
love for the Lord and those for whom He 
died, Paul gave proof of being “every 
inch” an Apostle and rose to glorious tri- 
umph over the gloom of prison life. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to re- 
alize that Thou art round about Thy chil- 
dren as the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem. Give us a child-like confidence 
in Thee; and may it be our greatest joy 
in all of the varied experiences of life to 
live unto Thee. Amen. 


Thursday—Faithfulness Rewarded 
II Tim. 2:1-13 

Paul, in thus exhorting Timothy in this 
his last written message, speaks as a man 
of experience and faith. He knows what 
he is speaking about. What he says in 
verses 10-13 has the sanction of God’s Word 
and of all awakened Christian consciences. 
To die with Christ is to live with Him; 
those who suffer for Him have the assur- 
ance that they shall reign with Him. But 
while God thus rewards faithfulness, He 
is just as true in rewarding unbelievers 
and evil-doers according to their works. 
“He can not deny Himself.” His inflex- 
ible faithfulness, which is the ground of 
the believer’s redemption, will bring upon 
the God-despiser a heavy curse. “Be thou 
faithful!” 

Prayer: Dear Savior, we thank Thee for 
the redemption which Thou hast brought 
to us. Bring men everywhere to accept 
Thee and by bold confession and hearty 
service to take their stand for Thee. “Thy 
Kingdom come!” Amen. 


Friday—A Message to the Romans 
Rom. 1:1-12 

There was a growing Church in the 
“Eternal City.” It consisted of Jewish 
and Gentile converts, who, it seems, had 
often heard of Paul. He and all of the 
Churches had also heard of them, and of 
their faith for which Paul praised God 
continually; hence his deep interest in 
them and his desire to see them and min- 
ister to them. The reason why he wrote 
so many chapters on doctrine was to 
silence the Judaizers, who were urging 
upon the Gentile group compliance with 
the Mosaic law; and to make clear not 
only to them but to believers in all ages 
that man is not justified by works, but 
through faith in Jesus Christ. “There is 
no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Prayer: We thank Thee, dear Father, for 
the great, growing fellowship of Christians 
of all races and peoples. Increase our love 
for our fellow Christians and give us a 
greater zeal for winning all men unto Thee. 
Amen. 


Saturday—Love Fulfilling the Law 
Romans 13:8-14 
Jesus summed up the law of God in two 
great commandments: Love for God and 
Love for our fellowmen. Love for God 
(as in the decalogue), comes first, because 


it is first in importance. But loving Him 
with all the heart, soul, mind and strength 
does not cause one to forego loving his 
neighbor; on the contrary, it refines and 
strengthens one’s love for man and makes 
it what it ought to be. The great filtra- 
tion plants which draw impure water from 
our rivers and send it forth with an urge 
purified and sweetened for the use of mil- 
lions furnish a good illustration of this. 
How great is the world’s needs for such 
an out-flowing of love from Christ’s fol- 
lowers. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, gracious God, 
for revealing the love of Thy Father-heart 
to us in Christ. Draw us closer to Thee 
in love. Help us by Thy Spirit each day 
to love one another and all of our fellow- 
men more fervently. Amen. 


Sunday—The Good Shepherd 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is not a shepherd in the literal 
sense of the word, nor are His followers 
sheep. Why then did He call Himself “The 
Good Shepherd”? And why did the in- 
spired writers, ages before His coming and 
His apostles after Him speak of Him in 
such terms? He who can pray the 23rd 
Psalm, as Luther loved to do, with em- 
phasis on the personal pronouns knows the 
answer. Nowhere can we find such a 
beautiful, satisfying figure of the blessed, 
personal relation of Christ to His own, and 
vice versa, as the life of the shepherd and 
his sheep offers us—Who will help to bring 
those sheep and lambs tnto Him that 
today are straying far from His fold? 
Prayer: 
“Hear 

Look 

From 


us, O Shepherd of Love! 

on Thy flock from above! 
wandering keep Thy lambs and 
Thy sheep: 


Lead to the fold of Thy love. Amen. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — BEHEAD THE MISS- 
ING WORDS, No. 29 


Preserve—reserve—serve 
Abroad—broad—road 
Notable—table—able 
Recant—cant—ant 
Strained—trained—rained—Ned 
There—here—ere 
Explain—plain—lain—in 
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DOUBLE-TIED WORD CUBE, No. 44 
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Across: 
1. Swerve or hesitate. 
2. On or over the top. 
3. Exercising suffrages. 
4. That which happened. 
5. Reposes. 

Down: 


Same as across. A. M. S. 


Mother: “Why did you strike your little 
sister?” 

Bobby: “Well, we were playing Adam 
and Eve, and instead of tempting me with 
the apple she ate it herself.”—Selected. 


SOLOMON’S CHURCH, GRINDSTONE 
HILL, CHAMBERSBURG, PA., CELE- 
BRATES CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

The 100th anniversary of the dedication 
of the present Grindstone Hill Church 
was celebrated-with special services Nov. 
19-26. Solomon’s is a united Lutheran and 
Reformed Chureh, Rev. John C. Sanders, 
the Reformed pastor. The cornerstone of 
Solomon’s Church was laid in May, 1883, 


and dedicated in November, 1833, displac- 
ing a modest log structure situated on the 
opposite side of the road built in 1766 
and completed in 1778. The new building 
costing $3000 was considered very fine in 
its day. Rev. R. Weiser preached the first 
sermon in the Church. Improvements 
were made on the Church the latter part 
of 1928, and on Mar. 17, 1929, the rededi- 
cation service was held when more than 
700 people attended this joyous occasion. 


Among the many extensive improvements 
were: addition to the front of the build- 
ing, new central entrance, new oak pews, 
a hard wood floor, Chureh painted inside 
and outside, Church wired for electricity. 
Special mention is due the Ladies’ Aid 
Societies of the two congregations, each 
meeting half of the cost. Special gifts 
were given by the various organizations 
and classes, and the total cost .of all the 
changes and improvements was more than 
$7000. 
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On Nov. 19, the Rev. Dr. John Aberly, 
President of Gettysburg Theological Semi- 
nary, preached the morning sermon, and 
Rev. I. M. Beaver, Editor “Reformed 
Chureh Record”, Reading, the sermon at 
7 P. M. Week night services were held 
at 7.30 P. M., on Nov. 21, 22, 23 and 24, 
with special music at each service and 
the following guest preachers: Revs. 
Pierce E. Swope, Wm. A. Kump, D.D., F. 
F.. Bahner, D.D., and H. B. Stock, D.D., 
respectively. On Nov. 26, at 10.30 P. M., 
the guest preacher was Rev. Dr. Geo. W. 
Richards, President of the lLaneaster 
Theological Seminary, and at 7 P. M., Rev. 
Dr. H. D. Hoover, of Gettysburg Theologi- 
eal Seminary. 

The following Reformed Church pastors 
have served Solomon’s: Revs. Jacob Wey- 
mer, J. Philip Stock, James Hoffman, Fred 
A. Scholl, Benj. S. Schneck, John C. Gul- 
din, Emanuel V. Gerhart, John R. Kooken, 
Franklin W. Kremer, John C. Bucher, 
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JAMISON’S NEW CHRONOLOGICAL PANORAMA OF THE BIBLE 
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You will learn more Bible with this chart in half an hour, than you would by 
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colors on fine map cloth. Dr. Leander §S. Keyser, M.A., D.D., says, “It is a 


pictorial commentary on the whole Bible.” 


Prof. Lewis H. Jamison 


751 Olive Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 


“TO SEE IT IS TO WANT IT.” 


The Remodeled Church, Interior 


The Remodeled Grindstone Hill Church, Exterior 


John S. Ermentrout, Samuel Miller, W. D. 
C. Rodrock, Aaron Wanner, David Hefel- 
finger, Wm. R. H. Deatrick, Elijah B. Wil- 
son, Chas. G. Fisher, Moses Kieffer, D.D., 
Samuel Z. Beam, Henry I. Comfort, Wm. 
H. Herbert, P. A. Long, I. M. Beaver, G. 
P. Fisher, Pierce E. Swope, John S. Heff- 
ner, John W. Keener, Henry N. Smith, and 
since 1926, John C. Sanders. 


MEN’S BIBLE CLASS, ST. ANDREW, 
ALLENTOWN (See Cover Page) 


During the spring of 1932, the Men’s 
Bible Class of St. Andrew Reformed Church 
had an enrollment of 34 with an average 
attendance of 15. Being dissatisfied with 
such a poor response, the teacher and the 
president of the class, together with the 
pastor began to consider ways and means 
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of improving the class. 
and with the fall 
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class took on new life. The regular mem- 
bers were each given a responsibility lst. 
The idea was to see that all on his list 
were present every Sunday. If absent, 
this leader was to call on the absentee, 


tell him he was missed, and urge him to 
come out the following Sunday. 

It is needless to add that the attendance 
increased at once. With this interest 
aroused, new members were soon added. 
The monthly business and social meetings 
were better attended and plans were laid 
for the purpose of making each meeting 
more interesting and worthwhile. 

By the spring of 1933, the enrollment of 
the class was 76 with an average attend- 
ance of 46, which was more than double 
that of a year ago. This growth has con- 
tinued until the present; the class now 
having an enrollment of 81. Plans are 
being made to reach the 100 mark by the 
spring of 1934. 

In addition to the monthly business and 
social meetings, the class has developed 
several activities. A men’s chorus has 
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been formed which has substituted for 
the Church choir at various special serv- 
ices. Every Sunday morning at Sunday 
School, this chorus, sitting on the plat- 
form, has greatly improved the singing 
of the school by leading in the singing. 
A minstrel show was developed last year 
and six performances were given. Another 
show is in process of preparation at pres- 
ent and efforts are being made to secure 
at least a dozen performances. 

On Father’s Day last June, this class 
had charge of the Sunday School sessions 
and also sponsored a Father and Son Ban- 
quet. On special occasions, the class at- 
tends the Church services in a body. It is 
needless to add that the growth and ae- 
tivity of this class has challenged and 
stimulated the other classes of the Sunday 
School, with the result that the entire 
school has grown from an enrollment of 
356 to that of 506. 


The teacher of this enterprising class is 
Mr. William Alexander, and Mr. Irvin 
Leiss is the president of the class. 
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On the recommendation of a Royal Com- 
mission of Inquiry Newfoundland will lose 
her status as a self-governing dominion for 
a time. The Commission found financial 
and political conditions in Newfoundland 
“desperate” and the islanders facing “ut- 
ter ruin.” This is the first time in the 
history of the British Empire that any 
dominion has had to hand its sovereignty 
back to the mother country. 

After many years of study at the Rocke- 
feller Institute for Medical Research, 
New York, it was found that infantile 
paralysis infects through the nose. 


Dr. O. M. W. Sprague, economic adviser 
to the Treasury, resigned Noy. 21 in pro- 
test against the Roosevelt monetary poli- 
cies. 

The first 4 months of the current fiscal 
year was marked by an increase of nearly 
a third of a billion dollars in internal rev- 
enue over the corresponding period of 1932. 

Colonel and Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh 
received a greeting of flowers and cheers 
Noy. 21 as they completed a 900-mile flight 
from Lisbon, Portugal, to the Azores. The 
entire populace of Fayal Island welcomed 
the Americans. 

Former Governor M. E. Hay, 68, of 
Washington, died at Spokane Nov. 21. 

President Roosevelt made an address by 
radio Nov. 22 paying tribute to Lord Bal- 
timore on the 800th anniversary of the 
founding of Maryland. 

The prize ship of Soviet aviation, the 
K-7, largest land airplane in the world, 
crashed Novy. 22 near Kharkov, killing 14 
persons, including the chief pilot. 

The Arms parley at Geneva for Dec. 4 
has been postponed till mid-January fol- 
lowing a proposal of Arthur Henderson, 
the president of the conference. 

Ryuhei Murayama, the outstanding 
newspaper publisher of Japan, died in 
Tokyo Nov. 24, aged 83. 

The Lindberghs plan to fly over the 
South Atlantic on the homeward leg of 
their 5 months’ trip. 

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, internation- 
ally known suffragist and peace advocate, 
received Nov. 23 the American Hebrew 
Medal for 1933 for the promotion of better 
understanding between Christians and 
Jews in the United States. The presenta- 
tion was madé in New York City and Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was the principal 
speaker. 

According to the United States Bureau 
of Standards, Lieutenant Settle and Major 
Fordney made a record flight in their 


recent balloon, having attained an altitude 
of 61,237 feet. 

The French Cabinet headed by Albert 
Sarraut went down to defeat Nov. 24. It 
fell on the same issue as Edouard Dala- 
dier’s Ministry had fallen—that of reduc- 
ing civil service appropriations in an effort 
to balance the budget. 

Frank J. Gould’s $5,000,000 Mediterran- 
ean Casino at Nice, France, was swept by 
fire, leaving only an empty shell. The fire 
is believed to be the result of incendiarism. 

Miss Frances Perkins, Secretary of 
Labor, received the American Woman’s 
Association Award for Eminent Attain- 
ment at the 7th friendship dinner of 50 
women’s clubs held in New York City, 
Nov. 24. Miss Ida M. Tarbell made the 
presentation. 

United States exports were shown by 
the Department of Commerce to have gain- 
ed $34,000,000 in October, compared with 
September. 

Maxim Litvinoff, Soviet Russia’s direct 
action diplomat, took passage home Nov. 
24, his mission of Russian-United States 
recognition accomplished. 

Treasury officials do not anticipate the 
use of greenbacks or any other inflationary 
device in arranging the $727,000,000 of re- 
financing of securities on Dec. 15, accord- 
ing to an official report. 

A 2-year jail term threatens any one in 
Germany who “unnecessarily tortures or 
cruelly maltreats an animal,” according to 
a recent law by the Reich for the protec- 
tion of dumb animals. 

The 7th Pan-American Conference open- 
ed at Montevideo on Dec. 3. The League 
of Nations has requested the privilege of 
co-operating with the conference and has 
sent to the Secretary General a report of 
64 pages on what the League has done on 
subjects which interest the American 
States. 

Finland, Lithuania and South Africa, the 
first two of them poor countries even in 
the best of times, show according to a re- 
cent London report, are not only prosper- 
ous but are building on sound foundations, 
Finland’s foreign trade has risen 50 per 
cent since last year. 

Chancellor Hitler has made official over- 
tures to France through Ambassador 
Francois-Poncet in regard to a modifica- 
tion of the Versailles Treaty. 

Thousands of Agriculturists in France 
complain of low prices for produce and 
high cost of purchases. Workmen call for 
more jobs and wage rises. 30,000 coal 
miners converged Nov. 26 in dozens of 
cities and towns in a common protest. 


Christmas in Story 
and Legend 


WHEN THE PRINCE CAME 


G1153. <A story of the birth of 
Christ told in a way that will inter- 
est all children. 

The story is printed on 32 pages of 
ivory stock in black ink. The illus- 
trations throughout the book are in 
red. The cover is embossed in gold 
and black and a full colored picture 
is mounted on the cover. This book 
will make a real gift at Christmas 
time. Size, 54% x 7% inches. Com- 
plete with envelope. Price, 25c each. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 RACE ST. PHILA., PA 


Camille Chautemps, who was asked to 
form a new government after the defeated 
one of Albert Sarraut, presented the 
names of the members of the Cabinet Nov. 
27 to President Lebrun of France. The 
new Premier will seek to balance the 
budget. 

The skull and jaws of the first fossil 
primate of the oligocene epoch ever found 
in North America have been discovered by 
the Scott Fund Field Expedition of Verte- 
brate Palaeontology of Princton Univer- 
sity. 

The repeal of about $20,000,000 of nuis- 
ance taxes probably will be urged on Con- 
gress by the administration, according to 
officials studying taxation in connection 
with repeal of the 18th Amendment. 


8,000 workmen in the Union Stock 
Yards in Chicago were on strike Nov. 27 
for higher wages and a shorter work week. 
The movement was reported to be spread- 
ing after a day of confusion in the world’s 
largest livestock exchange. 


President Roosevelt Nov. 27 promul- 
gated the industrial code for the motion 
picture. industry and then brought the 
liquor industry under virtual government 
control when he signed its special tem- 
porary code to be administered by the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration. 

Reports from islands inhabited by the 
San Blas Indians tell of the deaths of 100 
children from a mysterious malady, said 
to be afflicting particularly the island of 
Ustupu. 

Three more civil works projects, employ- 
ing 13,486 men, were approved Nov. 27 
by Administrator Hopkins for the program 
to put to work 4,000,000 unemployed men 
and women. 

In an address Nov. 27 at Yale Univer- 
sity, Secretary of Labor Perkins told an 
audience of 3,000 that the payrolls of the 
country rose $3,000,000,000 between March 
and October 15. 

Kentucky Nov. 27 became the 38rd 
State to ratify formally the 21st amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States, repealing the national prohibition 
amendment. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday in Advent 
December 17, 1933 


Paul In Rome 
Acts 28:11-22, 30, 31 


Golden Text: I press on toward the goal 
unto the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:14. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Prisoner. 2. 
Preacher. 3. The Prophet. 


In our previous lesson, Paul was a pris- 
oner in Caesarea, awaiting transportation 
to Rome for trial in the imperial court. 
The story of that tempestuous journey 
treads like a romance. The apostle was 
plucked from the very jaws of death (Acts 
27:1-28:10). 

We come now to the last authentic chap- 
ter in the life of Paul. It records the 
final lap of his journey to Rome, from 
Malta to the city of Caesar. The Book 
of Acts ends with the information that 
Paul remained two years in Rome as a 
prisoner. Then, according to tradition, he 
was set free, and he resumed his mission- 
ary work, taking the gospel even to Spain, 
the uttermost part of the western world 
then known. 

I. The Prisoner. Paul and his ship- 
wrecked companions spent three months on 
the island of Malta. Publius, the ruler, 
and his people were hospitable. And the 
apostle reciprocated their kindness by 
healing the sick that were brought to him. 
Thus, like our medical missionaries, he 
won the confidence and affection of these 
superstitious islanders. They heaped hon- 
ors upon him and his companions, and made 
ample provision for their journey to Rome. 
His Christian love had won their hearts. 
These primitive pagans could not have 
understood the great doctrines of Paul, 
but all mankind responds to “sermons in 
shoes.” Few men can promote the King- 
dom by preaching; and fewer still, by 
teaching the truths of religion. But even 
the humblest disciple of Christ can pro- 
claim the gospel by living it. That was 
Christ’s way of preaching and teaching the 
good news about God. It will ever remain 
the best argument for the truth we profess 
with our lips. 

In the spring of the year, Paul and his 
companions were placed on board the Twin 
Brothers, bound for Puteoli, the chief port 
of lower Italy. They passed through the 
straits of Messina, between the fabulous 
Scylla and Charybdis. They reached their 
destination in about a week, without mis- 
hap or adventure. 

Paul found brethren in this distant port, 
who entreated him “to tarry with them 
seven days.” Though he had never been 
in Italy, the gospel was there. Largely 
because of his missionary zeal, the seed 
had been widely scattered. There were 
converts throughout the length and breadth 
of the Empire. They came from various 
classes and from different countries, but 
they formed one body whose head was 
Christ. Jews and Gentiles, masters and 
slaves, rich and poor, high and low were 
fused into a brotherhood that knew no 
bounds of race or nation, and no barrier 
of class. Only the gospel of Christ can 
perform that spiritual miracle. Only His 
religion can break down the passions and 
prejudices that divide mankind, along so 
many lines, into hostile classes. Christ 
makes brothers of all men by leading them 
with penitent faith to their common 
Father. 

Rome lay one hundred and forty miles 
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north of Puteoli. After his visit with the 
brethren, Paul proceeded to his goal, trav- 
eling on the famous Appian Way, under 
military escort. When the news of his im- 
pending arrival reached Rome, several dele- 
gations went forth to meet and greet the 
distinguished prisoner on the way. At 
the market of Appius, a small town forty 
miles from the capital, the first group 
welcomed the captive apostle. And at the 
Three Taverns, a wayside inn close to 
Rome, this friendly demonstration was re- 
peated. 


No wonder Paul “thanked God, and took 
courage” (28:15). He had long desired to 
visit the capital of the world, eager to 
plant the gospel in this citadel of pagan- 
ism. But God moved in a mysterious way 
to fulfill His servant’s desire. Men plot- 
ted to kill him, and the elements conspired 
to destroy him. Still Paul came to Rome. 


God used hostile men and harsh means 
to carry him there. Misfortune helped 
him. Roman soldiers became the body- 
guard of the Christian preacher. And 
heathen ships took him to his coveted goal. 
Paul’s wit and will were totally inade- 
quate to take him to the city of Caesar, 
but God found the necessary means. So 
the apostle “thanked God.” Let men hold 
fast to the promises of God. They never 
fail. The way may seem dark and cir- 
cuitous, but we shall reach the goal, if we 
trust His guidance. When our poor wit is 
baffled and when our will is thwarted, we 
still have our omnipotent Ally. 


And Paul “took courage.” The primary 
source of that courage was in the God 
whom He had thanked. It was his faith 
made the apostle courageous and confi- 
dent. But men also had a part in cheering 
and strengthening the heart of Paul. After 
all, this gigantic apostle was a man like 
us. He, too, felt the need of human sym- 
pathy. Even our Lord did. And when it 
was blindly and selfishly withheld by His 
nearest friends, as in Gethsemane, His an- 
guish was made more poignant. So it was 
with the aged Paul, when he approached 
Rome in bonds. He came from many 
perils, and he faced greater perils still, 
perils of many kinds. It is not surprising, 
then, that his burdened heart “took cour- 
age” from his Roman friends. Their hearty 
welcome reinforced his faith in God. He 
faced the future with new strength. Great, 
indeed, are the ministries of ‘Christian 
friendship and friendliness. Especially in 
times like ours, when fears and forebodings 
burden so many hearts to the breaking 
point. 


Thus welcomed and strengthened, Paul 
came to the Eternal City. Great con- 
querors were wont to enter its gates laden 
with spoils and acclaimed by the shouts 
of multitudes. The apostle came in bonds, 
a weary and travel-stained prisoner, poor 
and powerless. But no greater conqueror 
ever came to mighty Rome. Nero on his 
throne, playing the tyrant and the fool, 
recked little that this captive man of 
Tarsus would eventually turn his empire 
upside down. 


II. The Preacher. In anticipation of his 
visit to Rome, Paul had sent a letter to 
the Roman Christians in which he laid 
bare the secret of his strength. “TI am not 
ashamed of the gospel,” he wrote, “for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth” (Romans 1:16). This 
prisoner came with the gospel of Christ. 
His weapon was the truth of God, the pow- 
er of His infinite love, which is omnipo- 
tent. His warfare was spiritual, against 
the sin and selfishness that slay the souls 
of men, 
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Paul began his campaign for Christ in 
his private quarters, where he was permit- 
ted to reside under constant military 
guard. He invited the leaders of the Ro- 
man synagogue to his house, and explained 
in an address the cause of his imprison- 
ment and appeal to Caesar. “Because of 
the hope of Israel I am bound with this 
chain.” 

But the rulers of the Jews artfully dodg- 
ed the issue. They professed complete 
ignorance of the nature and merit of Paul’s 
ease. Neither letters from Judah nor ver- 
bal reports had reached them. “But we 
desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: 
for as concerning this sect, it is known 
to us that everywhere it is spoken against” 
(v. 22). Accordingly, on the appointed day, 
the Jews came in large numbers to Paul’s 
abode. And the apostle preached the Glad 
Tiding to them “from morning till eve- 
ning.” 

The result of this all-day sermon was 
that “some believed the things that were 
spoken, and some disbelieved.” Paul clos- 
ed his address with a solemn warning 
against hardness of heart, quoted from 
one of their own prophets (vs. 26, 27). 
And then he declared his purpose hence- 
forth to turn to the Gentiles with his 
message of salvation (v. 28), which caused 
“great reasoning” among the Jews. 

The narrative closes with the statement 
that Paul continued his ministry in bonds 
for two years, “preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the things concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, 
none forbidding him” (vy. 31). Soon there 
were “saints,” even in Caesar’s household. 
Rome, the hub of the world, became the 
citadel of Christ. 

Thus, this mighty preacher in bonds, like 
a wise strategist, used defensive and offen- 
sive weapons in his campaign for Christ. 
“This sect” was spoken against every- 
where. The Jews maligned it, and the 
pagans grossly slandered it. They said 
that, at their sacramental feasts, these 
Christians drank the blood of murdered 


children. And Nero, to shield himself, 
fanned these fantastic slanders into a 
flame of hatred that consumed many 


precious lives. 

Paul’s first task was to defend the gos- 
pel against malice and misunderstanding. 
He told Jews and Gentiles what he knew 
and thought about “this sect.” That must 
still be done for the cause of Christ. Men 
still misunderstand and misrepresent it. 
Some claim that the gospel conflicts hope- 
lessly with the facts of science. Others 
contend that it has no message and no 
meaning for the masses who are striving 
for a better social order. Thus every age 
presents its own apologetic problem to the 
Christian preacher. Witness the conflict 
of the Church in Germany with the aims 
and claims of the Nazis! The successors 
of Paul must defend the gospel of Christ 
against the misunderstanding of friend and 
foe, “with all boldness, none forbidding 
him.” 

But Paul’s greater task was construc- 
tive, “preaching the Kingdom of God.” 
And when some rejected this gospel, the 
preacher uttered solemn warnings. No 
man ean turn his back upon Jesus Christ 
without suffering moral decay and _ spir- 
itual death. No nation can, live that 
scorns and spurns His gospel of the King- 
dom. Christ is set for the rising and fall- 
ing of many. Like an acid test, He reveals 
that which is true and good and beautiful, 
and that which is false and evil and ugly. 
He lays bare the inmost fiber and fabric 
of character. By their attitude to Him, 
to the truth incarnate in His life, men and 
nations determine their spiritual destiny. 

Ill. The Prophet. Being dead, Paul 
yet speaks, and will continue to speak 
through the~ages. His Roman ministry 
was very limited. But from his prison he 
wrote many letters to friends and con- 
verts in distant cities. Some of these 
precious epistles have been providentially 
preserved. Eventually they became a part 
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of our New Testament. Through these 
great writings, “teaching the things con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ,” Paul’s 
prophetic ministry runs on through the 
ages to the end of time. Who shall count 
the multitude whom Paul has helped to 
find in the gospel God’s power unto salva- 
tion? Next to Christ Himself, the conver- 
sion of this gigantic soul was the greatest 
event in the apostolic age, and one of the 
greatest in human history. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 


Dec. 17: Suppose the World Were Without 
Christ? Luke 2:1-7, Eph. 2:11, 12 


It would indeed be very difficult to imag- 
ine a world without Christ. Christ has 
come to fill such a large place in the 
world that we could hardly conceive of a 
world without Him. He is not only the 
center of our life, but He has moulded 
civilization as has no other religious lead- 
er. We date time from His birth. The 
initials B. C. and A. D. form the water- 
shed, in the reckoning of time. His birth 
marks the great divide in human history. 
It is simply remarkable what changes have 
been wrought through the influence of this 
one great personality. Though He was poor 
He has made many rich. He has trans- 
formed individual lives and changed the 
current of the world’s history. 

If the world were without Christ we 
would be deprived of much that we cher- 
ish most dearly. Many of our most sacred 
possessions would not be ours. They would 
never have existed. We should be depriv- 
ed of much of the world’s best literature. 
We should have no New Testament. Those 
marvelous stories told us in the Gospels 
would never have been told. ‘We would 
have none of those “wonderful words of 
life” which fell from the Master’s lips. We 
would have no Sermon on the Mount, none 
of the parables, none of the miracles, 
Gethsemane and Calvary and Olivet would 
be unknown to us. We would not have a 
word of the Acts of the Apostles (there 
would have been no Apostles), we would 
not have those intimate letters written by 
Paul and others in the New Testament. 
We would have no Christian hymns, no 
Christian poetry. The thousands of books 
that were written on Christianity would 
never have been written. Our libraries 
would be meager indeed and our works on 
philosophy and theology would be few. 

Again, we would have no Christian 
Church, no Sacraments, no Christian wor- 
ship, no Church history. The names of 
the good and great who have carried for- 
ward the work of the Church across the 
centuries and across the continents would 
be unknown. We would have no Christian 
colleges, no theological seminaries, no mis- 
sionary activities, no Sunday Schools, no 
young peoples’ societies, no Christian fel- 
lowship, no Church papers, in fact few, if 
any, of the treasures which we value so 
highly and without which our lives would 
be greatly impoverished. We would have 
no Christmas, no Good Friday—no Easter. 

Again, without Christ our standards of 
life would be greatly changed. Jesus gave 
the world a new outlook on life, He im- 
parted to life a new meaning and pur- 
pose. Many of our moral and ethical prin- 
ciples have been derived from Christ. He 
was the great teacher of moral standards. 
He set up ideals for the world and also 
gave men the power to attain the same. 
The world has become a_ brotherhood 
through Him. Peace instead of war, love 
in place of hatred and co-operation instead 
of competition have become ideals among 
men. Without Christ the world would 
have remained in ignorance and in dark- 
ness and we would be of all men most 
miserable. Christ has set us free from 
bondage. He has delivered us from sin 
and death and brought life and immortal- 
ity to light. He has inspired hope and 
trust in the human heart and has put joy 
and gladness in our souls. 
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We would not want to live in a com- 
munity where the principles of Christ were 
not recognized. He has taught us how to 
regard the poor, the sick, the aged. Most 
of our benevolent institutions where sick 
and unfortunate folks are cared for are a 
direct product of the religion which Jesus 
established. If Christ were not in the 
world our family life would be different. 
He taught us to love little children, and 
has exalted womanhood to her proper place. 
All human relationships have been chang- 
ed because of Christ. He has lifted labor 
to higher levels and has blessed every hum- 
ble deed with His approval. Thus, He has 
lifted life above drudgery and imparted 
to it new purpose and meaning. 


Christ has also given us a new econcep- 
tion of God and has revealed Him as our 
Father. Thus our whole attitude towards 
God has been changed by Christ. He 
taught us how to pray, how to sing, how 
to work, how to live and how to die. Be- 
cause of Him men have lived more glori- 
ously and died more victoriously. He has 
dried up human tears and turned sorrow 
and sighing into joy and singing. From 
the cradle to the grave His influence goes 
with us and in Him we live and move 
and have our being. We could not live 
apart from Him. He is our Alpha and 
Omega. He is our all in all— 


“Since from His bounty I receive 
Such proofs of love divine, 

Had I a thousand hearts to give, 
Lord, they should all be Thine.” 


Woman’s Missionary 


Society News 


Helen Ammerman Brown, Editor 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


Oh, the Blessed World Day of Prayer! 
On Feb. 16 Christians of all nations will 
worship with “Greetings of Peace from 
the Women of South Africa” in the uni- 
versal prayer day program. 


Virginia Classis G. M. Guilds met in 
Edinburgh, Va., and followed the appoint- 
ed program. A code of guidance was given 
to the girls by Mrs. Boyer of Woodstock. 
“God Prays,’ appropriate to Armistice 
Day, was read. Mrs. Leich in her message 
presented ideals to attain and challenges 
to face by young women today. “New 
Melodies” was presented by the Woodstock 
Guild and portrayed the new life that 
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GOLDEN TEXT BOOKS 


WILDE’S GOLDEN TEXT BOOK 
FOR 1934 


This popular little book contains the 
Sunday School Lessons, Golden Texts, 
Bible Readings, Ten Commandments, 
Twenty-third Psalm, Beatitudes, Lord's 
Prayer, ete. Bound in an attractive 
cover. Price, 5 cents each; $5.00 per 
100 copies. Postage, 3 cents a dozen 
additional. 


THE UNION LESSON GUIDE/AND 
GOLDEN TEXT BOOK ON THE 
UNIFORM LESSONS FOR 1934 


For each lesson it gives Title, Serip- 


ture Passage, Golden Text, Memory 
Verses, and Daily Home Readings, also 
Christian Endeavor Topies suitable for 
young people’s meetings. Price, 6 cents 
each; $5.00 per 100, postpaid, 
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comes to women in the Orient through the 
gospel. Many guests were present. A so- 
cial hour followed the institute. Next year 
the meeting will be in Woodstock. 

G. M. Guilds of Wyoming and East Sus- 
quehanna Classes held a joint institute in 
Bloomsburg. Despite a blizzard that made 
mountain travel treacherous, 130 enthusi- 
astic girls reported for the Fellowship 
Supper served by the Guild mothers and 
two missionary societies of the hostess 
Church. After toasts and peppy songs the 
delegates moved to the auditorium for the 
program prepared by Mrs. B. K. Heller, 
Wyoming Classical secretary. The worship 
service was in charge of the Danville 
Guild. Conference periods were conducted 
by representatives from Bloomsburg, Haz- 
leton and Milton. The special speaker, Mr. 
Arthur Smith of North Japan College, re- 
lated some of the missionary work there. 
The Bloomsburg Guild rendered “New 
Melodies.” Weatherly, Hazleton, Danville, 
Milton, Shamokin, Ashland, Catawissa, 
Numidia, Millgrove and Bloomsburg re- 
sponding to the roll call. 


In Zion’s Classis, Potomac Synod, the 
@. M. G. Institute in Memorial Church, 
York, registered 83 guild girls and visitors. 
Every guild in the Classis was represent- 
ed on the afternoon or evening program. 
Outstanding features were the Fellowship 
Supper, 3 discussion groups, 2 addresses by 
Miss Hinkle, wherein she brought the 
girls face to face with challenges of a 
new world, “New Melodies” and a brief 
consecration service centered around Hol- 
man Hunt’s picture—‘The Light of the 
World.” A fine institute! 


The W. M. 8S. of the same Classis met in 
Jacobus, Rev. Paul Kuntz, pastor, in morn- 
ing and afternoon sessions. The assigned 
program was enacted with the president, 
Mrs. I. A. Raubenhold, York, presiding. 
The Scripture presentation and the round 
table discussion were pleasant innovations. 
Sequels to them will be welcomed in the 
future. Rev. L. W. Veith impressively pic- 
tured the good work being done in Pleas- 
ant Valley, O., explained the difficulties 
and pled for co-operation through prayer 
and contributions. 


THE NEW YORK CLASSIS 


The October session of New York Classis 
was held at the First Magyar Church, 
Bridgeport, Conn., Rey. Alex. Ludman, 
pastor-loci, on Monday, Oct. 16, at 10 
A.M. The Vice-President, Rev. J. Schmitt, 
conducted the religious services. 

The following representatives of the 
various Boards of the Church were pres- 
ent: Rev. John H. Poorman, Board of For- 
eign Missions; Rev. Wm. H. Bollman, 
Board of Ministerial Relief; Elder J. S. 
Wise, Treasurer of the Board of Home 
Missions; and Rev. Russell D. Custer, 
Board of Christian Education. Each rep- 
resentative was given ample time in pre- 
senting and discussing the problems con- 
fronting the Church. The subject-matter 
of their addresses was referred to the re- 
spective committees. 

The Classical minutes revealed the fact 
that vacancies have occurred among the 
officers and members of the standing com- 
mittees of New York Classis. Rev. J. 
Schmitt was therefore unanimously elected 
.President and Rev. Geo. A. Godduhn was 
elected Vice-President. Rev. Russell D. 
Custer was appointed Classical director 
of Christian Education. The other mem- 
bers who are to function with him are: 
Rev. J. Schmitt and Elder Albert Rinck. 
Elder John Christ was elected chairman 
and leader of the Men’s Societies, particu- 
larly of the Churchmen’s League. Elder 
Christ sueceeds the late Elder Wm. B. 
Haeussler. 

The 24 items in the Minutes of Eastern 
Synod referable to Classes were embodied 
in the report of the Committee on Dis- 
trict Synod. Each item was carefully 
noted and positive action taken. 
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USED IN OVER ONE MILLION CHRISTIAN HOMES 
HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE 


By JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, D.D. 
Recommended by all denominations foritsfreshness and accuracy, 
forits simplicity of language, for its freedom from doctrinal discussion, 


FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 
One hundred and sixty-eight stories, each complete in itself, yet form- 
ing a continuous narrative of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
Each ofthe world-old storiesis told by the noted author in a manner 
thatis vitally interesting and instructive to young and old alike. 
Biggest and Best Illustrated Book Ever Sold for the Price 
Beautifully illustrated with 281 pictures in colors and in black and 
white; over 100 famous Leinweber paintings. 759 pages. Price. .$2.00 
At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 
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The Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee presented a very carefully worked 
out exhibit of the funds needed for the 
carrying on of the denominational work in 
all its graduating judicatories. Special 
emphasis was made concerning the dis- 
tinction between contingent and benevo- 
lent funds. Hereafter a new system will be 
introduced, by means of which the ap- 
portionment will evidently reach a higher 
percentage. 

The Committee on Ministerial Relief 
took notice of the new plan for the finane- 
ing of our Sustentation Fund. Encourage- 
ment was also made for each congregation 
to take advantage of the opportunity to 
pay each year the share, computed by the 
Board for the Sustentation Fund, insur- 
ing thereby the maximum benefits for the 
pastor. 

The committee on Evangelism submit- 
ted a definite report. Rev. E. J. Strass- 
burger was appointed chairman and leader 
of the committee and to arrange for social 
conferences. 

The committee on Christian Education 
submitted 5 recommendations, which were 
adopted. The second evening of the 
spring meeting of Classis in 1934 is to be 
devoted entirely to the work of Christian 
Education. Rev. R. D. Custer is to ar- 
range the program. 

The committee on Missions urged pas- 
tors and elders to support the work of 
both Home and Foreign Missions to the 
utmost. A plea was also made not to 
neglect the work of the Harbor Mission. 

The application of Student Frederick 
Kramer, graduate of Central Seminary, 
Dayton, Ohio, was referred to the respec- 
tive committee. The committee reported 
that the examination was satisfactory, 
whereupon the applicant complied with 
the rules of the constitution and was de- 
clared a licentiate of New York Classis 
by the President. 

Rev. Geo. A. Godduhn took occasion to 
submit a brief sketch of the late Rev. 
H. W. J. Schulz, pastor of Christ Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and Elder Wm. B. Haeuss- 
ler, of St. Paul’s Church. The invitation 
to New York Classis by the First Church 
of Bridgeport, Conn., Rev. W. Horstmeier, 
pastor-loci, to hold its next meeting on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1934, at 8 P. M., was 
gratefully received and accepted. 

Adequate justice was done on the part 
of the delegates to the distinguished and 
tasty dishes served “a la Magyar” by the 
members of the Ladies’ Aid Society and 
the young people of the congregation, 
both at the noon and evening recesses. 
Reluctantly the delegates arose from their 
seats at the beautifully decorated tables 
to obey the summons for final adjourn- 
ment which occurred at 8 P. M. A vote 
of hearty thanks was tendered the enter- 
taining congregation. 

Respectfully, 
Rev. M. J. H. Walenta, Stated Clerk 


TRANS-ATLANTIC ECHOES 
(Continued from Page 2) 
is it proven that the Reformers destroyed 
a single Church in Scotland. What de- 
stroyed the Churches was the Scottish 
weather. . . . The Bishop of London has 


accepted the presidency of Guilds of 
Light, a society recently organized to pro- 
mote the use of religious films. . .. The 
Religious Tract Society records in its 
annual report that it is now at work in 
304 languages. It issues Bunyan’s “Pil- 
grim’s Progess” in 134 versions. . .. The 
work of the late Dr. H. T. Hodgkin is to 
be commemorated by raising a fund for 
the endowment of the West China Union 
University, of which he was one of the 
founders. . . . The London Commissioner 
of Police has issued an order forbidding 
policemen to accept invitations to enter- 
tainments, outings, ete., given by persons 
connected with the liquor trade. ... The 
question of mixed marriages between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics is to come 
up for discussion at the Fall session of 
the Church Assembly. . . . As secretary 
for nearly forty years of the British and 
Foreign Sailors’ Society, the Rev. Edward 
W. Matthews, who has died at the age of 
87, did valuable work for seamen of all 
nations. . . . Canon How, of Liverpool, 
has declined the Archbishoprie of Bris- 
bane, Australia, on the ground that a mar- 
ried man without private means could 
not meet the financial obligations of the 
post. . . . Canon F, R. Barry will visit 
Australia next year to deliver the Moor- 
house Lectures in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne. 

Obiter Dicta.—“We are not merely seek- 
ers after truth,’ says the Rev. R. Robert- 
son; “we are disciples of Him who is the 
Truth.” ... The Rev. E. C. Urwin re- 
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Christmas Offering 


NEW MONEY COLLECTING BOX 
No. 2025 


This attractive Money Collecting Box 
is a sure method of getting splendid 
results. They are made of heavy card 
board with imitation gold metal fin- 
ished tops and bottoms. ‘The slot in 
the top is constructed to prevent the 
coin from coming out. The appropriate 
design used on the box is lithographed 
in six colors. Price, 50 cents a dozen, 
postpaid; per hundred $3.00, postpaid. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (Hnglish) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ae degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


‘ Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY. APPLES DD... bb5D:; 


President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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minds us that every religious revival in 
history has involved a revolution in the 
standards by which men live. And the re- 
vival we need today is one that will help 
us to meet the challenge of the prevailing 
social disorder with a higher standard of 
social obligation, duty and service.... Dr. 
J. A. Hutton points out that, whenever the 
human race has gone forward, it has been 
under some compulsion from a _ deeper 
understanding of the past. It was as he 
pondered St. Paul’s Epistle to the Gala- 
tians that things came to Luther from 
which, as for new wine, a new order came 
into being. . . . When you are tired of 
cross-word puzzles, suggests the Rev. W. 
H. Heap, run through the New Testament 
and write out every passage in which oc- 
eur the words “We know,” and then ask: 
Do I know these things?. . . The authority 
of the New Testament for us, says Dr. 
George Jackson, does not lie in an infalli- 
bility which has often been claimed for it 
and which scholarship has now disproved, 
but rather in the truth which it discovers 
to the spirit of man, which scholarship 
may indeed confirm but which it ean never 
take away. 

New Books in England.—In “The Chris- 
tian Belief in God” (Hodder) Dr. A. E. 
Garvie completes his three-volume system 
of constructive theology. . .. “A Short 
History of Religions” (Gollanez), by E. E. 
Kellett, is highly commended by compe- 
tent authorities. ae (ore A, adds 
study of “The Counter-Reformation, 1550- 
16007) (SecP. Cit KS) asthe work of>a 
scholar who has made a lifelong study of 
the dee ...In “The Person of Christ” 
(Nisbet) Canon L. W. Grensted discusses, 
in the light of modern psychology, the 
significance of the essential Christian ex- 
perience with special reference to Jesus 
Himself. ... The Rev. W. B. Macleod, of 
Candlish Chureh, Edinburgh, has issued 
a volume entitled “Christ and the 
Churches” (Clark), in which he applies our 
Lord’s apocalyptic messages to modern 
Church life. ... “A Book of the Golden 
Rule’ (Hodder), by Jane T. Stoddart, is 
a treasury of examples of this principle 
drawn from all the Christian centuries 
and every walk of life.... Dr. Tissington 
Tatlow has written “The Story of the 
Student Christian Movement” (S. C. M.), 
a movement of which he was for many 
years general secretary and is now chair- 
man. ... The Rev. George Seaver’s “Hd- 
ward Wilson of the Antarctic” (Murray) 
is an inspiring biography of a naturalist 
who was also a hero and a saint. ... In 
“Adventure in Poplar’ (Epworth Press), 
the Rev. W. H. Lax has given us another 
graphie account of his work as a mis- 
sioner in the East End. . “Great Chris- 
tians” (Nicholson) consists of literary 
portraits of 40 men and women of the last 
half century, representing all schools of 
Christian thought and practice. Its sub- 
jects range from Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
to Lord Acton and from Christina Ros- 
setti to Catherine Booth. 


SURPRISED AND DELIGHTED! 

There has been hesitancy during the last 
few years about making the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass. Many pastors and consis- 
tories felt that it was a mistake to make 
the Canvass last year, and until a few 
months ago many thought that the Can- 
vass this year should be more in the 
nature of a visitation, and make little 
or no reference to money. Not only be- 
cause of the necessity for funds to main- 
tain the congregation and the benevolent 
work, but also because of the growing 
recognition of the fact that the giving of 
money is closely related to the life of a 
Christian and of the Church, many con- 
gregations decided to make the Canvass 
and make it for both budgets—the one for 
congregational expenses and the other for 
benevolences, including the Apportion- 
ment. The Executive Committee of the 
General Synod has had more than twice 
as much correspondence regarding the Can- 
vass this fall as last year, and has had 
requests for three times as much Canvass 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Refcrmed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rey. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision, 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 

Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
Jume 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
fous years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
efeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


material for the Canvassers and for the 
congregations. More than 500 congrega- 
tions have been supplied. The leaflet, 
“Making the Every Member Canvass”, for 
the Canvassers, is for making the Canvass 
in these trying days which the Church 
confronts. “Doing Our Part” is a leaflet, a 
copy for every family, to give information 
regarding the denominational work en- 
trusted to the four Boards. 


CHURCH-BUILDING FUNDS 
J. S. Wise, Treasurer 
The following is a list of Church-building 
Funds received since March first. It is 
gratifying to note the number that we 
have received during this time of depres- 
sion. They have been very helpful to the 
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Board in readjusting itself. They have 
been assigned to accounts in which the 
Board either holds First Mortgage or has 
title to the property. These properties 
were built and financed by the Board. 
These Funds, therefore, simply replace 
money that the Board had borrowed from 
other sources. No new buildings are being 
erected except the one at Pleasant Valley, 
Dayton, O. This property is being financed 
out of the Home Mission Day offerings of 
1931 and the co-operation of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society and Southwest Ohio 
Classis. 

It is also interesting to note that these 
Funds come from three separate sources: 
First—from individuals, $6,500; Second— 
from bequests, $7,000; Third—from W. M. 
S. G. S., $6,500; total $20,000. 

No. 1182—The John W. and Catherine 
H. Peterson Fund, $500. Bequest of John 
W. Peterson, Xenia, Ohio. Invested in 
Calvary Community Church, Maywood, Ill. 

No. 11883—The W. M. S. G. S. Fund No. 
132, $500. Contributed by the 'W. M. S. 
G. S. Invested in Calvary Community 
Church, Maywood, Ill. 

No. 1184—The Maria C. Bobb Fund No. 
1, $500. Bequest of Dr. Henry Bobb, East 
Greenville, Pa. Invested in Bethany 
Church, Cuyahoga Falls, O. 

No. 1185—The Maria C. Bobb Fund No. 
2, $500. Bequest of Henry Bobb, East 
Greenville, Pa. Invested in Bethany 
Church, Cuyahoga Falls, O. 

No. 1186—The John and Susan Smith 
Fund, $500. Contributed by Miss Ellen 
R. Goetz, Nazareth, Pa., in memory of her 
grandparents. Invested in Corinth Boule- 
vard Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1187—The Louise Robinson Fund 
No. 1, $500. Bequest of Mrs. Louise Rob- 
inson, Hiawatha, Kans. Invested in Cor- 
inth Boulevard Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1188—The Louise Robinson Fund 
No. 2, $500. Bequest of Mrs. Louise Rob- 
inson, Hiawatha, Kans. Invested in Cor- 
inth Boulevard Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1189—The Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mil- 
ler Fund, $500. Bequest of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Miller, Mifflinburg, Pa. Invested 
in Glenside Church, Glenside, Pa. 

No. 1190—The Joseph and _ Rachel 
Stickell Fund, $500. Bequest of Miss 
Katherine A. Stickell, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Invested in Glenside Church, Glenside, Pa. 

No. 1191—The Katherine A., M. Belle, 
and John Nevin Stickell Fund, $500. Be- 
quest of Miss Katharine A. Stickell, 
Waynesboro, Pa. Invested in Glenside 
Church, Glenside, Pa. 

No. 1192—The Catharine K. Bealler 
Fund, $1,500. Contributed by Miss Bertha 
L. Bealler, Lancaster, Pa., in loving mem- 
ory of her mother. Invested in Carrollton 
Avenue Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 

No. 1193—The Rev. Charles H. and Sarah 
T. Slinghoff Fund, $500. Contributed by 
Mrs. Sarah T. Slinghoff, Reading, Pa. In- 
vested in Carrollton Avenue Church, Indi- 
anapolis, Ind. 

No. 1194The George L. and Julia A. 
Moorhead Fund, $500. Bequest of Mrs. 
Julia A. Moorhead, Carlisle, Pa. Invested 
in Carrollton Avenue Church, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

No. 1195—The Charles Edmund Schaef- 
fer Fund, $500. Contributed by friends 
of the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., 
S.T.D., in honor of his 25th Anniversary 
as the General Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Reformed Church 
in the United States. Invested in Carroll- 
ton Avenue Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 

No. 1196—The First Reformed Sunday 
School Fund, $500. Contributed by the 
S. S. of the First Church, Xenia, Ohio. 
Invested in St. John’s Church, Kannapolis, 
IND. 

No. 1197—The Oliver H. Sensenig Fund, 
$1,000. Contributed by the Rev. Oliver H. 
Sensenig, Alexandria, Pa. Invested in St. 
John’s Church, Kannapolis, N. C. 

No. 1198—The W. M.S. G. 8. Gift Fund 
No. 133, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
8S. G. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 
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No. 1199—The W. M. 8S. G. 8. Gift Fund 
No. 134, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. GS. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
‘Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1200—The W. M. S. G. 8S. Gift Fund 
No. 135, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. G. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1201—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 136, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. G. 8. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1202—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 137, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
8S. G. 8. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1203—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 138, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. GS. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1204—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 139, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. G. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1205—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 140, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
8S. G. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1206—The Adrian C. and Alforetta 
R. McCardell Fund, $500. Bequest of Mr. 
Adrian C. McCardell, Frederick, Md. In- 
vested in First Hungarian Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

No. 1207—The Rev. Jacob F. and Mary 
C. Wiant Fund, $500. Contributed by the 
Misses Anna C. and Sarah E. Wiant, Green- 
ville, Pa. Invested in First Hungarian 
Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

No. 1208—The Jacob and Hannah Wiant 
and Andrew and Catharine McGinnis Fund, 
$500. Contributed by the Misses Anna C. 
and Sarah E. Wiant, Greenville, Pa. In- 
vested in First Hungarian Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

No. 1209—The Mary Susan Faust Me- 
morial Fund, $500. Contributed by her 
brothers, W. C. Faust and J. Z. Faust, 
Chambersburg, Pa. Invested in First Hun- 
garian Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

No. 1210—The Guy Bittenbender Fund, 
$500. Contributed by Guy Bittenbender, 
Berwick, Pa. Invested in First Hungarian 
Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

No. 1211—The John S. and Antoinette 
Yeager Fund, $1,000. Bequest of John S. 
Yeager, Allentown, Pa. Invested in First 
Hungarian Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

No. 1212—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 141, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. GS. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 12183—The W. M. 8. G. 8. Gift Fund 
No. 142, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
8. G. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1214—The W. M.S. G. 8. Gift Fund 
No. 1438, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. G@. S. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1215—The W. M.S. G. S. Gift Fund 
No. 144, $500. Contributed by the W. M. 
S. GS. Given to the Pleasant Valley 
Church, Dayton, O. 

No. 1216—The Susanna Meily and Emma 
Meily Heilman Fund, $500. Bequest of 
Emma Meily Heilman, Lebanon, Pa. In- 
vested in First Hungarian Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

No. 1217—The Emma M. Spangler Fund, 
$500. Bequest of Emma M. Spangler, 
Myerstown, Pa. Invested in First Hun- 
garian Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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THE REV. SEFELLEN E. STOFFLETT, 
D.D. 


Rev. 8. E. Stofflett, D.D., Pastor-Emeri- 
tus of Emmanuel’s Chureh, Hazleton, Pa., 
passed away at the Hazleton State Hos- 
pital, Nov. 16. More than four years ago, 
his right limb was amputated to stop the 
ravages of diabetes. He recovered from 
that operation and was in good health 
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until late in the summer of this year. 
Medical treatment failing to improve his 
condition, an operation was performed as 
a final effort to save his life. 
He was the son of Joseph and Susanna 
(Heberling) Stofflett and was born at 
Bath, Pa., May 5, 1862. His ancestors 


came from a sturdy Huguenot stock, his 
great-great-grandfather immigrating in 
the 18th century from Alsace-Lorraine. 
During the early years of his life, his 
parents lived in Catasauqua, and then in 
Allentown where his father was the 
proprietor of a drug store. Later the 
family moved to Northampton where he 
grew into young manhood. 

He attended the publie schools of his 
native town and later the Weaversville 
Academy. While a pupil there he de- 
cided to study for the ministry of his 
Church. He spent three years as a teach- 
er in the public schools. During this time 
he prepared for college, studying under 
the Rev. Dr. A. R. Horne. He entered 
Franklin and Marshall College in 1882, 
graduating in 1886. He received honor- 
able mention for his scholarship. After 
his graduation from college, he entered 
the Theological Seminary at Lancaster, 
Pa., from which he graduated in 1889, 
being chosen by his class as one of the 
commencement speakers. 

A short time after his graduation from 
the Seminary, he was examined and li- 
censed at Haston, Pa., by East Pennsyl- 
vania Classis, and was dismissed to 
Schuylkill Classis to become assistant pas- 
tor to the Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, pastor 
oz Trinity Church, Pottsville, Pa., where 
he was ordained to the holy ministry on 
June 28, 1889, by the following commit- 
tee: Revs. A. R. Bartholomew, Henry 
Mosser, Charles B. Schneder, and O. H. 
Strunck. While he was assistant pastor 
in Trinity Church, he revived a disbanded 
Chureh at St. Clair, Pa. After serving in 
Pottsville one year, he was called to the 
pastorate of St. Paul’s Charge, Waynes- 
boro, Pa. During his successful pastorate 
there, the Church building was improved 
and the beautiful Harbaugh Memorial 
Chureh was erected. While pastor of this 
charge, he was married to Miss Blanche 
Colvin of Schellsburg, Bedford Co., Pa., 
who has shared with him the cares and 
trials of his 42 years’ ministry. They had 
no family. 

He became the second pastor of Em- 
manuel’s Church, Hazleton, Pa., June 30, 
1895. The congregation was small at that 
time. It increased in numbers steadily 
until it became one of the largest con- 
gregations of the Classis and one of the 
influential Churches of the city; 904 names 
were on the roll at the time Dr. Stofflett 
resigned. The magnificent Church School 
building was erected near the close of his 
pastorate. Because of his physical dis- 
ability, he resigned this pastorate June 
30, 1929, completing exactly 34 years of 
service in this Church. After his resigna- 
tion, he was elected Pastor-Emeritus and 
continued to reside in Hazleton. 


After having somewhat recovered from 
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the shock of the operation in 1929, the 


Classis appointed him as permanent sup- 
ply pastor of the Milnesville Church, near 
Hazleton, and in this capacity he served 
with the same zeal that characterized his 
ministry of former years. 

In addition to his extensive duties as 
pastor of Emmanuel’s Church, Dr. Stof- 


flett was active in the Classical and Syn- 
odical activities of his Church. He served 
frequently as delegate to Synod and Gen- 
eral Synod. He was a member of the 
General Synod when the Forward Move- 
ment was launched. The Church of which 
he was pastor contributed $20,000 to that 
movement. In the Classis he held the 
following positions: Treasurer, chairman 
of the committee on Beneficiary Educa- 
tion, and for many years chairman of the 
Missionary and Stewardship Committee. 
He was during his life a member of the 
Board of Visitors of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Lancaster and a member of the 
Board of Education of the Eastern Synod. 

He was always known as a good finan- 
cier, a splendid “mixer”, as well as a 
popular pastor and preacher. It has been 
ascertained that he influenced and helped 
five young men from his congregations to 
enter the ministry of the Reformed Church. 
On the 35th anniversary of his ordination 
he was honored for his service to the 
Chureh and for his academic scholarship 
with the degree of Doctor of Divinity by 
his alma mater, Franklin and Marshall 
College. 

The following statistics of his ministry 
are complete up to Jan. 1, 1932. Con- 
firmations 897, Members received by certi- 
ficate and re-profession 1,253, baptisms 
1,146, marriages 296, funerals 542. 

In March, 1932, he was appointed by 
Governor Pinchot as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Hazleton State 
Hospital. 

Surviving him are his widow and one 
brother, Levi J. Stofflett, a builder and 
contractor of Northampton, Pa. 

The funeral service was held in Hazle- 
ton, Sat., Nov. 18, at 2 P. M., and was 
in charge of Rev. John N. Garner, pastor 
of Emmanuel’s Church and successor to 
Dr. Stofflet. A large number of former 
parishioners and friends were in attend- 
ance. Brief addresses were delivered by 
Rev. William Toennes, pastor of Grace 
Chureh, Hazleton, and Rev. E. F. Faust, 
pastor of Christ Memorial Church of West 
Hazleton. Both of these ministers were 
associated with Dr. Stofflett for many 
years. Other ministers who were present 
are as follows: R. O. Chatlos, C. E. Cor- 
rell, Ph. D., G. A. F. Griesing, I. G. Sny- 
der, T. C. Hesson, G. W. Kohler, C. T. 
Moyer, H. 8. May, D.D., H. N. Spink, H. 
J. F. Uberroth, and R. B. Jack, D.D., Pres- 
byterian, F. T. Esterly, Lutheran, and 
Joseph Cook, Baptist. 

The body was removed to Schellsburg 
for interment. A brief service was held 
in the home of Mrs. Stofflet’s nephew, 
Hubert C. Colvin, on Monday, the 20th, 
with the pastor of the Reformed Church, 
Rev. James Ely, in charge. Dr. J. Harvey 
Mickley, of Johnstown, a classmate of the 
deceased, delivered a brief address. Dr. 
J. Albert Eyler of Bedford also took part. 
Dr. Mickley conducted the service of 
burial. 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spir- 
it, that they may rest from their labors; 
and their works do follow them.”—J.N.G. 


ELDER ISAAC GORDON 


St. Paul’s Church at Glenford, Ohio, 
Rev. Frank R. Jenkins, pastor, suffered 
great loss when Elder Isaac Gordon was 
called from this life on Nov. 20. He was 
76 years of age when death came sudden- 
ly in the form of heart trouble. Mr. Gor- 
don was born near Glass Rock on Feb. 28, 
1857, where-he passed his entire life. He 
was confirmed into the Church in ‘early 
manhood by the Rev. Mr. Hoyman. He 
served his Church faithfully and well as 
deacon, elder and layman. His Christian 
character was outstanding; he was the 


Christmas in Story and Legend 


A New Christmas Story 


NO ROOM AT THE INN 


G1154. A new Christmas story to 
be placed in the same group as 
“When the Prince Came.’’ Written 
by the same author and passed upon 
by editorial authorities in the lead- 
ing Denominational Boards. This 
book makes a real gift at Christmas- 
time or, in fact, any other time for 
young people. Contains ten chapters 
covering about thirty-two pages of 
printed matter, on blue grey stock, 
with an unusually attractive cover. 


Size about 54% x 7% inches. 


HENRY VAN DYKE’S 
STORIES 


75 cents each 


The Mansion. ‘‘What is it that 
counts here?” “‘Only that good which 
is done for the love of doing it. Only 
those plans in which the welfare of 
others is the master thought.’”’ These 
are the ‘‘key teachings’’ of this little 
masterpiece. 


The Other Wise Man. One of Dr. 
Van Dyke’s most beautiful written 
books. 


The First Christmas Tree. A story 
of the forest. Illustrated. 


The Spirit of Christmas. “Dr. Van 
Dyke has perhaps more perfectly ex- 
pressed the true spirit of Christmas 
than any other writer.’’ 


The Tranquil Beasts. Lucia was 
lovely and gracious. She ran her 
home perfectly and Little Peter, her 
son, had beautiful manners. He 
adored her, of course, but it was to 
Big Peter, his father, that he told all 
his secret and innermost thoughts. 
And it was not until they went to 
spend Christmas in the country with 
Uncle Bob and Aunt Jean that Lucia 
realized that they were shutting her 
out of their world and that she was 
missing the sweetest and most impor- 
tant things in life. Board binding, 
50 cents. : 


CHRISTMAS TIDINGS 
By William Muir Auld 


It deals with the faith of which 
Christmas is the festival and consid- 
ers the mystical charm and beauty of 
the Nativity as reflected in poetry, 
ritual, art, and tradition through the 
centuries. Rare, lovely passages, an- 
cient, medieval and modern, fitly il- 
lustrate the varied aspects of this 
theme. Written with deep rever- 
ence, literary flavor, and is singular- 
ly unsectarian in spirit. Price, $1.50. 


STARDUST AND HOLLY 
By Dorothy M. Shipman 


A complete and delightful collec- 
tion of poems and songs of Christmas 
from earliest times to today! Price, 
$1.75. 


A WORLD WITHOUT 
CHRISTMAS 
By James Black, D.D. 

In the ‘“‘semblance of a dream.” 
Dr. Black presents a compelling pic- 
ture of what the world might have 
been—-would be—without Christmas. 
A powerful presentation rich in liter- 
ary values. Boards, 60 cents. 


“LET NOTHING YOU 
DISMAY” 
By May Byron 

A confident and assuring reminder 


for all Christian men and women. 
Price, 60 cents. 


THE WOOLLY LAMB OF GOD 
By F. Fraser Bond 


An exquisite story of the days of 
the Christ-Child, and of Timeus, a 
little boy of Bethlehem, who brought 
his one and only treasure as an of- | 
fering to the “little Lord Jesus, 
asleep in the hay.’’ With decora- | 
tions, end-papers, etc. Price, $1.00. | 


THE CHRISTMAS NIGHTIN- 
GALE AND TWO OTHER 
CHRISTMAS STORIES 
By Eric P. Kelly. Illustrated 

Poland, a land filled with poetry 
and legend, is the setting for these 


three lovely stories of Christmas. 
Price, $1.25. 


THE CHRISTMAS ROAD 
By Mabel Nelson Thurston j 


An exquisite tale of the first 
Christmas written by one who has 
made an enviable reputation for her- 
self as a writer of devotional works. |} 
A gift book that will be long re- } 
membered by the friend to whom it 
is sent. Quiet Quest Series, 60 cents. 


CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
By William Muir Auld 


“Christmas Traditions’ gives a [| 
complete account of the story of |] 
Christmas—its origin, its vicissitudes 
in different lands through the cen- 
turies, the Christian and pagan cus- 
toms associated with it. Here we 
learn the history of the Christmas 
tree; the holiday use of mistletoe, 
holly, ivy, gift-giving, Santa Claus 
and his numerous prototypes. A 
unique feature is the inclusion of 
carols—Latin, English and German. 
One can find in it information for 
which he would otherwise have to f} 
search far and wide. Price, $1.75. t 


PRECIOUS JEOPARDY 
By Lloyd C. Douglas ! 
An inspiring Christmas story, by |} 


the author of ‘“‘Forgive Us Our Tres- 
passes.”’ Price, $1.00. 
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best kind of neighbor, a cheerful, devout, 
faithful, and loving father and husband. 
He was married on Sept. 11, 1886, to Miss 
Harriet Rutter, which union was blessed 
with one daughter and three sons, all of 
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whom are faithful members of our St. 
Paul’s Church. He leaves to mourn his 
passing, beside his children, his wife and 
one sister, and many other relatives. Our 


—— 


loss has become Heaven’s gain.—F. R. J. iS tea 


